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Farrin’s Boat Shop of Walpole doing sea trials on the new JANA B. of Kingstown, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines in South Bristol on 22 April. She is a Young Brothers 40 finished out as a
sportfish boat powered with a 725-hp Volvo Diesel.

TAUTOG MANAGEMENT BOARD
Meeting Summary

The Tautog Management Board met to
review a Technical Committee (TC) report
on the tasks assigned by the Board in re-
sponse to the 2025 stock assessment update
and provide guidance to the Plan Develop-
ment Team (PDT) on Draft Addendum I.

In response to the 2025 stock assess-
ment update, which found overfishing is
occurring in the New Jersey-New York
Bight (NJ-NYB) and Delaware, Maryland
and Virginia (DMV) regions, the Board
tasked the TC with (1) developing harvest
projections to determine the reductions nec-
essary to reach a 50% probability of achiev-
ing the fishing mortality (F) target by 2028
and 2030, (2) use the Risk and Uncertainty
Tool in developing additional projections,
and (3) provide a qualitative review of new
fishery-independent surveys in the DMV
region.

According to the projections, the NJ-
NYB region would need a 44% reduction
to have a 50% probability of achieving
the F target in 2028, and a 40% reduction
would be needed to have a 50% probabil-
ity of achieving the F target in 2030. In
the DMV region, maintaining status quo
removals (i.e., removals equal to the 2022-
2024 average) would result in a greater than
50% probability of being at or below the F
target in both 2028 and 2030, meaning no

reduction would be needed. This was likely
due to the very strong year-classes in 2020-
2023 that will be moving into the exploitable
size classes over the next few years and the
three-year average of removals was lower
than the 2021-2023 removals, which were
recent highs. Utilizing the Risk and Un-
certainty Tool to determine the probability
percentage to achieve the F target resulted
in a recommended probability of 64% for
the NJ-NYB region and 66% for the DMV
region, and the projections were re-run to
calculate the reduction needed under these
new probabilities. However, the Board
ultimately opted to develop the options in
Draft Addendum I using a 50% probability
of achieving the F target. Additionally, the
TC reviewed Maryland DNR’s Submerged
Aquatic Vegetation Habitat Survey and the
Delaware Ventless Trap Survey and consid-
ered both surveys promising for providing
additional data for consideration in the next
benchmark assessment.

After reviewing the projections, the
Board provided guidance to the PDT on
how to draft options to achieve the necessary
reductions in Draft Addendum I. First, the
Board opted not to wait for re-calibrated
Marine Recreational Information Program
values that are expected in August 2026.
As a result, the Draft Addendum will be
considered for approval for public comment
at the 2026 Summer Meeting with potential

final action at the 2026 Annual Meeting.
Furthermore, the Board requested the PDT
develop options with a 50% probability of
achieving the F target by 2030, including op-
tions to change the fishing seasons and bag
limits. Finally, the Board added a section to
the document for options to allow for states
to implement a second tag in the commercial
tagging program to provide more flexibility
for harvesters in the live market to use a
more preferred tag, if one can be found to
be suitable.

For more information, please contact
James Boyle, Fishery Management Plan
Coordinator at jboyle@asmfc.org.
Motions

Move to continue forward with the
addendum process and not delay for the
re-calculated MRIP data.

Motion made by Dr. McNamee and
seconded by Mr. Hasbrouck. Motion carries
(7 in favor, 2 opposed).

AMERICAN LOBSTER MANAGE-
MENT BOARD

Meeting Summary

The American Lobster Board met to
review a report from the Technical Com-
mittee (TC) on two Board tasks; approve
nominations to a Steering Committee to
develop a process to define management ob-
jectives for the Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank
(GOM/GBK) fishery; receive updates from

Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts
on recent industry meetings with the Gulf of
Maine lobster industry; and receive a report
from NOAA Fisheries on the Request for
Information (RFI) on alternative gear mark-
ing; and review a list of outstanding man-
agement changes for future consideration.
The Board also approved a nomination to
the American Lobster Advisory Panel (AP).

After reviewing the 2025 Stock As-
sessment the Board tasked the TC with
estimating the benefits to the GOM/GBK
fishery that would have resulted from imple-
menting the minimum gauge size increases
under the repealed Addendum XXVII. The
TC addressed this task by simulating the
impacts of the Addendum XXVII gauge
and escape vent size changes as if they had
been triggered in 2018 and implemented
from 2019-2023. This approach allowed
the management actions to play out through
a period of time when recruitment and
fishing mortality estimates were reliably
informed by estimates from the recent stock
assessment. Relative to simulations where
no changes to the gauge or vent sizes were
implemented, the results of the TC analysis
show decreases to the number of lobsters
landed in the years where the two gauge
sizes and the vent size changed, before
stabilizing at slightly lower catch numbers.
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Mack Boring & Parts Company
Cell/text: (207) 233-7660

400 Cottontail Lane | Somerset, NJ 08873

mackboring.com darel@mackboring.com
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Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Marine Insurance

1-800-370-1883

(207) 781-5553

www.smithwick-ins.com
366 US Route 1, Falmouth, Maine 04105

EXPERIENCE BILLINGS...

The full-service yard that does it all with expert craftsmen and technicians

o Complete machine shop facility e Authorized sales and service with factory trained technicians (Detroit
Diesel, Volvo Penta, Caterpillar, Cummins, Yanmar, Ford, Westerbeke, Lister, Twin Disc, ZF, Borg Warner) e
Complete Welding and fabricating shop e Expert painting, Awlgrip and varnish e Full woodworking facility e
Fiberglass @ Fully stocked marine store ® Heated undercover railway and paint booth e 35 & 82 ton Travelifts.

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
P.O. Box 67, Stonington, Maine 04681
(207) 367-2328 - (207) 367-6559 nights & holidays

HEAVY DUTY MARINE HARDWARE
FOR DOWNEAST STYLE BOATS

o Aqualoy™ 22 Propeller Shafts e Split and Tapered Couplings

« Self-aligning Shaft Seals o Custom Shaft Tubes

e Rudder Ports (Gland Style) o Bronze Tiller Arms

o Rudder Stuffing Boxes o Bronze Deck Plates

« Traditional Stuffing Boxes  Piranha Dual Line Cutters
» Stern Bearing Housings e Zinc Mounting Plates

« Intermediate Shaft Bearings * Rudder Step/Skeg Bearings

=20
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MARINE HARDWARE 1w

(207) 422-6532

www.retmarine.com

ROYAL RIVER BOAT

A full service boatyard

- 55 Ton & New 75 Ton Travel Lifts
- Marina
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A - Sail Loft
CA e e - Awlgrip & Fiberglass
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| = | - Engine & Electrical
"‘%-_'-'-"-W"-'-“"'_;E'v” - Qutboard & Stern Drives

‘j“.‘-fn.- i ﬁrm"? Boat HAUL-OUT & STORAGE
e - MECHANICAL SERVICES
FIBERGLASS ValvTect Gas & DIESEL
Core Repairs AUXILARY SYSTEMS
Awlgrip Coatings FUEL-GAS-DIESEL

Dock SERVICES

Gelcoat Refinishing
SuPPLIES

Keel Repairs
Blister Repairs

WOOD

All Major Repairs

Cabinetry/Joinery M‘,
Paint Stripping | _m_hﬁ!r

Re-Fastening

R ration
LD We are located two miles from Exit 17 off Interstate 95

307 Bayview St., Yarmouth, Maine 04096
www.royalriverboat.com
Email:forinfo@royalriverboat.com

Phone: 207-846-9577 Fax: 207-846-6571

office@billingsmarine.com - www.billingsmarine.com - We monitor channel 16
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See the new exhibit of the Jim
Steele Peapod Shop!

PENOBSCOT

- | Marine Museum . ..

Voyage through hundreds of YEARS, thousands of
MILES, and millions of STORIES from Maine’s coast.

See photos, tools, jigs, and plans from Maine’s
boatbuilders — online and in person.

Open May to October — Online Year-round
40 E. Main Street, Searsport, ME | penobscotmarinemuseum.org
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Winterport, Maine 04496-0710 U.S.A.

Website: www.mainescoast.com

Maine Coastal News is published 12 times a year and is dedicated to covering the news
along the entire coast of Maine, Kittery to Eastport. We cover general marine news, commercial
fishing, yachting (power and sail), boat yard and waterfront news and maritime history.

Distribution of Maine Coastal News is from Eastport to Marblehead, MA and is free on
the newsstand. It also can be obtained by subscription. A year subscription, 12 issues, is $20.00.
A single copy is $2.00, which covers the postage. Foreign rates for subscriptions are $40.00 per

The Maine Coastal News office is located at 966 North Main Street, Winterport, Maine.
Comments or additional information write: Maine Coastal News, P.O.Box 710, Winterport,

E-mail - igmatats@aol.com

Follow us on Facebook:
Find under - Jon Johansen

Publisher
Editor-in-Chief
Adyvertising Sales

Jon B. Johansen
Rachel Elward
Randy Nichols

Advertising Deadlines: The deadline for the July issue is June 5.
The deadline for the August issue is July 3.

Publisher’s Note

Every spring I would make a run to
Southern New England to visit the family.
My aunt and uncle would come up from
Florida for the summer, and my mother
would be quilting away. They all have
passed on now, but I still try to make a trek
down there for books, maritime antiques and
just to see what is going on along their coast.

The first week in May I headed south
with the first stop at the Book Barn in Nian-
tic, CT. I brought three boxes with me, but
I was good and limited myself to just one,
some for my collection and some to re-sell.
The plan was to spend the night in Mystic,
but my usual place, the Holiday Inn right off
the exit, was not open until August. I thought
I had a room at the Hilton next door, but it
was actually at the Hampton Inn on the other
side of the highway. These inns are usually
good, but this one was under construction
and the room that had booked was notavail-
able because someone decided to extend
their stay. It was okay, and maybe it will be
better when they are back together. The next
day I headed for New Bedford where there
are two good groups of antique stores and
then stayed the next two nights at the Hamp-
ton Inn in Fairhaven. The following day I
headed for Cape Cod to do run on the topside
on Route 6A from Sandwich to Yarmouth,
then down to South Dennis on Route 28 and
finally over to Centerville, but I forgot that
they are doing work on the Bourne bridge.
It was real slow going as there was just one
lane heading over the bridge knocked down
from three. Well, while I slowly crawled
towards the bridge an emission warning
light came on saying that in 175 miles my
top speed would be just 65 mph. Not being
pleased with the turn of events, and when
finally, over the bridge, I headed for Sand-
wich Harbor. What got me mad was that I

had been at the local GMC dealer and asked
if there was any maintenance that needed to
be done as I had heard that there was some
sort of flushing that needed to be done due to
the DEF they make us run in diesels. I called
the dealership, asked why this had happened
and they were nice, I was not quite as nice,
thinking they should have known this could
happen. My next call was to Alden GMC in
Fairhaven, real close to the motel I was in,
who gave me a better explanation saying
that you do not know when this is going to
happen and if I could get back to them just
after lunch they would bring it right in and if
they had to order parts they would be in the
next morning and I would have my pickup
back early afternoon. Wow, I was thinking
that they would be booked for at least a week
and would not have the time to even look at
it. A few years ago, in Portsmouth I had an
issue and the GMC dealer who would not
even look at my pick-up until the following
week. So far it was all good news. My plans
for a run around Cape Cod were now out
the window, but there was an antique shop
right down the road, which I quickly visited,
found nothing, and then it was back to Fair-
haven. By mid-afternoon they had her diag-
nosed and needed to order a sensor. Now, |
worried it mightnot come when it should and
being Friday, this could be bad as I needed
to be back in Winterport to write this paper.
The following morning, after contemplating
being stuck there for another couple of days,
or at the very least, not getting my vehicle
back until early to mid-afternoon I received
a call saying she was ready to go at 0900.
Now that is service and to someone that was
not a regular customer, I was very relieved.

MCN's Calendar of Waterfront Events

On-going Exhibits
Penobscot Marine Museum
SARDINELAND
Evolution of the Maine Lobster Boat
Jim Steele Peapod Shop
Art of the Sea
At Home, At Sea, Stories
Working the Bay
Gone Fishing
Searsport
Info: penobscotmarinemuseum.org/

Maine Maritime Museum
Upon That Isle in Maine
Re-Sounding
Percy & Small
Historic Watercraft Collection
Watercraft Restoration
Lobster & the Maine Coast
Bath
Info: mainemaritimemuseum.org

Cape Ann Museum
Among Friends

Avery, Gottlieb & Rothko by the Sea
Contemporary Art Wetu
Native Waters, Native Lands
Gloucester, MA
Info: capeannmuseum.org

New Bedford Whaling Museum
“Look pleasant, please” Early portrait Pho-

tography in New Bedford
New Bedford in the 1800s
Bristol County: Incarcerated
Coquilla Nut Carving
Seals and Society
New Bedford, MA
Info: (508) 997-0046

Mystic Seaport Museum
Brickwrecks, Sunken ships in Legos
Monstrous Whaling and its Colossal Impact
Mystic, CT
Info: mysticseaport.org

2026

JUNE

6 Centreboard Regetta
Centreboard Yacht Club
South Portland

20  Boothbay Lobster Boat Races
Boothbay Harbor
Info: Ashlee Lowery (207) 808-
9230

20 Solstice Race
Rockland Yacht Club
Rockland

20  Harraseeket Regatta
Harraseeket Yacht Club
South Freeport

21 Rockland Lobster Boat Races
Rockland Harbor @ Breakwater
Rockland
Info: Nick O’Hara (207) 542-4348
Mike Mayo (207) 542-1879

26-28 WoodenBoat Show
Mystic Seaport
Mystic, CT

28 Bass Harbor Lobster Boat Races
Bass Harbor
Info: Colyn Rich (207) 479-7288
Elean Mitchell (207) 266-6968

JULY
4 Moosabec Reach Lobster Boat Races

Jonesport
Info: Roy Fagonde (207) 610-4607

11-12 Pilot Regatta
Portland Yacht Club
Falmouth

12 Stonington Lobster Boat Races
Town Dock
Stonington
Info: Jeff Eaton, (207) 598-0488

18-19 Boothbay Regetta & Shipyard Cup
Boothbay Harbor Yacht Club
Boothbay Harbor

18 Race to the Graves
Rockland Yacht Club
Rockland

19  Friendship Lobster Boat Races
Town Dock
Friendship
Info: Heidi Thibodeau (207) 701-
9194

24-25 Camden Classic Cup
Camden Yacht Club
Camden

26  Harpswell Lobster Boat Races
Harpswell
Info: Amanda Peacock (207) 756-
3104
Kristina York (207) 449-7571

26 Paper Cup Challenge
Rockland Yacht Club
Rockland

31  Monhegan Race
Portland Yacht Club
Falmouth

AUGUST

1 Seguin Sprint Race
Portland Yacht Club
Portland

3-5 ASMFC Annual Meeting

Westin Crystal City

1800 Richmond Highway

Arlington, VA

8 Winter Harbor Lobster Boat Races
Town Dock
Winter Harbor
Info: Chris Byers, (207) 963-7139

8 SailMaine Regatta
SailMaine
Portland

8 Boothbay Harbor Commodore’s Cup
Boothbay Harbor Yacht Club
Boothbay Harbor

9 Merritt Brackett Lobster Boat Races
State Park Restaurant
Pemaquid
Info: Brent Fogg (207) 694-4988
Sheila McLain (207) 677-2100
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David Bradley Opens Impressive Marine

SEARSPORT - For those that can remember
back 15 years or so, you might remember
Bradley Boats, a boatbuilding company that
operated out of Ellsworth by David Bradley.
Unfortunately, when the 2008 financial crash
came it took down this company. A fterwards
I briefly saw David at Atlantic Boat and then
at Al Pettegrew’s before he disappeared.
Maybe once a year I would get asked if T had
seen him. About a month ago he resurfaced.
His company, Impressive Partners, was
building houses out on Islesboro for several
years, but now he is focusing on a comeback
in the marine world with Impressive Marine,
which does electrical and electronics work
on the mid-coast.

“When I started the construction compa-
ny,” said David, “it was after Covid. [ was at
Duck Trap Fish Farms in Belfast as a main-
tenance supervisor, which was pretty good,
but I needed to do something else. I survived
Covid working for them. I was thinking of
starting a web-based electric motor sales
company. Electric motors are everywhere.
At Duck Trap I learned that because we’d
go through electric motors like they were
candy, but that didn’t happen. I then bought a
trailer and threw an ad on Craigslist, because
I just wanted something different to do. All
of'a sudden, I am getting carpentry work and
getting paid really well. I do everything by
the book; everybody has a W-2, all covered
by insurance, all safe by OSHA standards. 1
try to maintain that level. It costs a lot, but
I’ve got happy guys. It is amazing you could
make a living with a chop-saw and a trailer.
It was really good.”

Out on Islesboro he began by assisting
another contractor with studding up a very
expensive summer home and then he did the
finish work. Now, he just finished up a boat
house for the same owner. They have also
been doing other jobs on the mid-coast and
was getting ready to start a kitchen the next

day. David added, “For me, it has been edu-
cational, because I am not a carpenter. I am
a woodworker. At Bradley Boat I was able
to take my ideas and put them in auto-CAD.
Then we were able to transcribe that into
wood and then moulds. We built parts that
fit in the hulls. I had the greatest pride in
that because we were able to take the first
Bar Harbor 39, which took us about 12,000
man-hours, the second one took about 8,000
and the third one was around 4,000. My idea
was to turn it into a production level boat.”

Unfortunately, like everyone, you
realize that there is a point when the body
says, ‘you cannot keep doing this.” He was
working with another contractor, and he will
keep his guys busy for as long as they want
to be busy. Now he is focusing on his marine
business.

David grew up in Norridgewock and
built his first boat when he was 8. He said,
“I sure ticked my old man off. He had a piece
of %-inch plywood, and I nailed some 2 x 6s
to it and brought it out to the puddle in the
front yard in the springtime and it promptly
sank. I grew up on a lake in Northern Maine
in the summers. My father had a flying
service so there were always boats. I had an
older brother who was a lobster fisherman
of sorts and he built a wooden boat. He lent
me Gougeon Brothers book. Every time I
see one I buy it, and I give it to somebody
who wants to know about fiberglassing. It is
the Bible. In the back of National Fishermen
there was always these ads for boat kits. 1
actually bought some plans, but of course I
did not have the funding to build one.”

David then went to work for Robert
Peire, who at the time was building the
Indian Island 28 in Lincolnville, which was
based on the BHM 28. He worked there for
a short time but continued to read books on

Continued on Page 6

David Bradley opens Impressive Marine to service electrical and electronic systems.

Marine Insurance

An employee-owned company serving Maine people and their boats since 1866.

Insurance \ Financial

NAVIGATING LIFE’S RISKS & REWARDS
Offices in Rockland, Camden, Belfast, Southwest Harbor and Waterville.

AllenlF.com/marine (800)439-4311

Full

Storage - Repair - Restoration
Wood - Fiberglass - Electronics - Hydraulic Hoses
Moorings all season - Showers and Laundry
Ship's Store
Good assortment of
everything you might need!

It is time to think about getting your boat ready for summer!

VS
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Drop off point for Chase, Leavitt & Co liferaft maintenance and Nautilus Marine for propellers.

(207) 497-2701

285 Main Street, P.0. Box 513, Jonesport, Maine 04649
email: info@jonesportshipyard.com

www.jonesportshipyard.com
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David Bradley Opens Impressive Marine

Continued from Page 5

boatbuilding. David then got certified as a
SCUBA diver and went urchin diving for
the next 11 winters. During the summers he
went lobster fishing as a sternman for Jeff
Eaton of Deer Isle/Stonington for a couple of
summers. David stated, “We had a great time.
It was meet at the restaurant at 5 o’clock, get
on the boat by 6, and go to work. I am not
a lobsterman. It is a lot of going around and
around and a lot of changing water in the
traps. It was a break between urchin diving,
and it was on the ocean. Nice clean air and
I was making decent money. Then a couple
of winters I worked with Jeff in the shop.
One winter we rebuilt a Stanley 36. I can’t
remember the gentleman’s name we worked
for, but we tore it right down to the bare hull
and built a new top. The next winter we built
his HELEN ARLENE, the 38 H & H.”

When asked how they learned more
about boatbuilding, David explained, “If
we had questions we’d go drive off and see
somebody who was doing something that we
wanted to know. Jeff was really comfortable
with the guys down at H & H. Ericat H & H
helped us both out incredibly. We also went
to the finish shops locally.”

David then went to work for John
Hutchins over at Downeast Boats & Com-
posites in Penobscot. He also got to know
Spencer Lincoln and David added, “He
would drag me off now and then and we’d
go to different places and lay under a boat.
He’d show me the lines, and he’d talk to me
about them. I’d stop at his house, and he’d
throw open the prints on his desk and he’d
say, ‘You see what this is here?’ Thad no idea,
but I learned a lot from that man. He got me
the job over at John Hutchins. I lasted there a
year, which is a long-time doing finish work

in a layup shop.”

At that point he decided to go out on his
own and thus started Bradley Boats. “It was
the right time. There were no finishers for all
the hulls that were being built on the coast,
and I immediately had three boats to build.
The hardest part was finding crew and getting
people to stay. Honestly, over the course of
the tenure of Bradley Boat I had over 100
employees in 9 years. It’s a tough industry.
You kind of have to nurture everybody that
you get through the door because for one,
they really don’t know what they’re doing
and two, they really want to build a boat. It is
not about grinding fiberglass or doing layup
or spraying gelcoat.”

David did some things that others stayed
far away from like fly-by-wire steering. Or
taking the keel off of a Wesmac 38. He said,
“That was a no, no. The first one I did I had
an incredibly hard time with. We built it with
such a high center of gravity that it would
trip on its keel and fall over. Basically, when
you turned to the left it would lean over to
the right. It would scare you. You could see
the S-turn in your wake. That was my fault
because I did it without doing the proper
weight and balance calculations and by re-
moving the keel it changed everything.”

David liked the 38, which he called the
Bar Harbor 39. He added, “That is a nice
boat. I bought the hulls from Wesmac, but I
had them block out the keel. We glued a piece
on the bottom of the hull to run the shaft tube
through. It is just basically for rudder and
prop protection. I was on one of my boats
sleeping down below. It had been a really
rough night, and the owner was at the helm
as we were coming in Barnegat Inlet in New
Jersey. He got on the top of a wave and got
into the chop and hit a sand bar. It sounded
like it ripped everything out and inside the

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD

All Production Trades
Starting At

$24

[ hr

No Experience Required
for our full time paid

Trades Apprenticeship Program

Send your Resume

to
PTNH-jobs@navy.mil

boat was a mess. We hauled it out a couple
of days later and I couldn’t see anything. I
put stainless steel skeg shoe on the bottom
of it, and it had a little scratch. That was a
great test.”

“I really didn’t know what I was doing
when [ started Bradley Boat,” confessed
David. “I had an idea; I guess you could call
it a dream. I just wanted to do it better than
somebody else. I wanted to make nice things.
I think we built nine in the 38-foot range
and 30 of the little 22-footers. The 22 was a
Calvin 20, which came from Northern Bay.
Somebody took a 20 and stretched it three
feet and he started making them and calling
them the St. Croix 22. Eventually, I bought
the mould from him, and I then sold the
molds to Al Pettegrew. He calls it the Black
Ledge 22, but I don’t know if he’s ever done
anything with it. I built new deck and cabin
moulds for it. It really is a sweet little boat.”

When it all came crashing down, David
had a boat in the shop, which he moved up to
Brewer, where he finished it off. When that
was done, he went to work for Atlantic Boat
for about a year. He did a lot of work on the
Flye Point 31. He said, “They were trying
to build a production run for the 31-footer. 1
did a lot of work on that and the advertising
and this and that. I am not sure where it all
went. I put a lot of effort into that.

“Atthat point,” continued David “I went
around the yards. I worked with Al Pettegrew
for ayear or so. Then I went over to Wesmac,
wiring and stuff. Really nice boats. Then
from there I went to Anguilla in the British
West Indies for three winters. I worked
pretty much as a maintenance guy for a ferry
operator who had 11 of these classy looking
outboard boats he was using as water taxis
to get you across the bay to Anguilla the first
year. They were running all the time and so
I worked on his boats. Before I left one of
the owner’s friends said he wanted to build
a boat. He was in politics, but he ended up
with this boat shop. They started from scratch
and he built stitch and glue, plywood, glass
over plywood and mahogany West System
boats. They worked in open bays with the
wind blowing through. So, we had the hull, a
54-footer, and I turned it into a 50-passenger
ferry. The first air-conditioned cabin ferry for
the island. She had a pair of C-15 Cats in it,
and it went really well. I was really proud of
that. We worked with Donald Blunt and a
guy named Chris, both from Rhode Island.
They designed a proper drive train and then
we went from there. The second time around
they were really necessary because we put
the props in tunnels. It was a really unique ex-
perience going from hull to Coast Guard sea
trials in six months. I got a call three or four
months later that one of the captains had got
upset and burned her right to the waterline.
They had it in the yard when I went to visit

and it was gone. So, we had another hull built
and [ went down and did it all over again. It
wasn’t as much fun this time around.”

David was doing this during the win-
ters and in the summers, he would return to
Maine and work with Commercial Divers’
Inc. out of Bangor. They were working on
dams and power plants. He then went to work
for a New Hampshire company, which was
working on high pressure steam valves. They
would disassemble all the valves and put
them back together and David would certify
them.

He then went to work for a company
based in St. Thomas, which worked on
MTUs. The majority of the work was on
land-based generators. When a hurricane
came through, they had plenty of work get-
ting everything back functional. He was also
working on mega-yachts. “I liked working
on the big boats,” said David, “and all the
people were great, but it was a long way from
home, and six months is a long time to spend
from home.”

He enjoyed it all, but he wanted to come
back to Maine. Before Covid and the tariffs,
David was buying obsolete electronics on-
line and repairing them and reselling them.
But when the prices went up it became hard
to make a profit. David added, “I am 62
and when Bradley Boat went down, I lost
everything. I lost my own personal respect,
and I lost the respect of a lot of people when
I went out of business. I spent four or five
years just trying to gather myself back. It
took me a long time to get back into the ma-
rine thing mentally. I know where I belong,
it’s with boats. Everything about my life has
been really revolving around boats. I think
the electrical, electronics thing is fun. It
challenges me and I can make people happy
doing it. I went down to Rhode Island two
years ago and took all the MEAs on network-
ing and electronic installation. I study ABYC
steadily and keep on top of that. If there is a
question, it is in the book I carry. I don’t hold
any ABYC certifications, but I will. I am an
authorized dealer of all of those electronics,
and I have done training sessions with some
of them. I wanted to get back into something
that I love and enjoy. Just with the sales end
of it I should be able to survive and doing
installs at my leisure as I get older. I have
taken all of my retirement money and put
it into this new venture so hopefully it will
return on my investment.

There is a huge demand for marine elec-
tricians and electronic technicians anywhere
on the coast of Maine. David will not have
a problem finding work, his problem will
be can he handle all that comes his way. He
certainly will try his best.
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Trump Administration Moves to Buy
Back Wind Lease Areas, A Win for Fish-
ermen
By Dustin W. Delano

For years, commercial fishermen along
the East Coast have raised serious concerns
about the rapid, large-scale industrialization
of our ocean through offshore wind develop-
ment. Those concerns were often dismissed,
minimized, or ignored altogether. Today,
however, we are seeing what may be the first
meaningful shift in federal policy, one that
reflects what fishermen have been saying all
along.

The Trump administration, working
through the Department of the Interior, has
begun taking steps to halt, reevaluate, and
in some cases buy back offshore wind lease
areas along the Eastern Seaboard. Recent
reporting indicates that the administration
has proposed approximately $1 billion to
cancel offshore wind leases, including at
least two major lease areas currently held for
development. These leases are part of amuch
larger buildout effort tied to an estimated $25
billion in planned offshore wind investment,
much of it concentrated in highly productive
fishing grounds.

While the full list of lease blocks and
final compensation agreements has not yet
been publicly detailed, the direction is clear.
Areas that were once slated for large-scale
industrial wind development are now being
reconsidered, and in some cases, targeted for
removal altogether.

Many of these lease areas overlap di-
rectly with some of the most productive fish-
ing grounds in the United States, spanning
from the Gulf of Maine to the Mid-Atlantic.
Fishermen have long warned that convert-
ing these areas into industrial energy zones
would have serious consequences, limiting
accessto historic fishing grounds, displacing
vessels into smaller and more dangerous
areas, and creating navigational risks in
heavily developed zones. There are also
ongoing concerns about impacts to marine
ecosystems and fish behavior that have yet
to be fully understood.

This shift by the administration rep-
resents a critical course correction. It ac-
knowledges that the ocean is not an empty
space available for unchecked industrial ex-
pansion, but rather a working environment
that sustains thousands of fishing families,
coastal communities, and one of the last
truly domestic food production systems in

the country.

The decision to begin buying back and
canceling leases signals a willingness to step
back and reconsider whether current policies
are sacrificing a sustainable, domestic food
source in favor of development that has not
fully accounted for its long-term impacts.
It reflects a growing recognition that the
balance between energy development and
existing ocean uses has been out of align-
ment.

This shift is not just about policy. It is
about people. Commercial fishing supports
generations of family businesses, underpins
local economies from Maine to North Car-
olina, and contributes to a domestic food
supply that is already under pressure from
imports and overregulation. Protecting
access to fishing grounds means protect-
ing jobs, preserving coastal culture, and
strengthening food security. At a time when
the United States imports the majority of its
seafood, maintaining the ability to harvest
from our own waters is not just an economic
issue, but a matter of national security.

We commend Secretary Doug Burgum
and President Trump for recognizing the
need to reassess offshore wind leasing and
for taking meaningful steps in this direction.
Their willingness to engage with the realities
facing commercial fishermen is a positive
and necessary development.

At the same time, this effort must not
stop here. We strongly encourage the admin-
istration to expand this review to additional
offshore wind lease areas across the Eastern
Seaboard, particularly those that overlap
with high-value fishing grounds and critical
habitat. Billions of dollars’ worth of leases
have already been issued, and without a
comprehensive reevaluation, the long-term
impacts to the fishing industry could be
severe.

Fishermen are not opposed to progress,
but we are opposed to being excluded from
decisions that directly impact our future. We
bring generations of firsthand knowledge
about the ocean, its patterns, its risks, and
its value. Any lasting ocean policy must be
built with that knowledge, not around it.

Thedecision to beginreversing offshore
wind lease development marks a turning
point. It offers an opportunity to restore
balance, protect access, and ensure that
America’s fishermen are no longer treated
as an afterthought. NEFSAlooks forward to
continuing to work with the administration

Holland 14, 32 and 38

A Holland 32 finished out as a day cruiser

Looking to have a
Holland 14, 32 or 38
We have 14 hulls in stock and can start a 32 or 38 by 1 June
Give us a call!

Holland Boat Shop
Mill Street, Belfast, ME 04915
(207) 218-1020
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to build on this momentum and to keep fish-
ermen at the center of decisions that shape
the future of our ocean.

The Great American Fish Fry: Cel-
ebrating U.S. Seafood for America’s
250th

In recognition of America’s 250th
anniversary, NOAA is giving new life to a
familiar tradition. with the rebranding of its
annual Fish Fry as the Great American Fish
Fry—an expanded celebration of the na-
tion’s seafood heritage and the hardworking
fishermen who sustain it. This year’s event is
setto be bigger and more inclusive than ever.
NOAA is actively seeking seafood vendors
from across the country, creating an oppor-
tunity to showcase the incredible diversity
and quality of American-harvested seafood.
With plans to increase ticket availability,
the event will welcome a broader audience
and shine a brighter spotlight on domestic
fisheries.

The Great American Fish Fry offers
a unique platform to connect consumers
directly with U.S. seafood, highlighting
the importance of supporting local fisher-
men and coastal communities. As interest
in sustainable, domestically sourced food
continues to grow, events like this play a
key role in strengthening appreciation for
the industry. With the nation’s 250th year as
the backdrop, the Great American Fish Fry
has the potential to be a powerful celebra-
tion of both tradition and the future of U.S.
fisheries. FMI: https://greatamericanfishfry.
my.canva.site/

NEFSA hires Tim Smith as Operations
Manager
The New England Fishermen’s Stew-

ardship Association is pleased to announce
that Tim Smith has been hired as operations
manager.

Tim was born in New Jersey and grew
up in Maine where he graduated from Gor-
ham High School. He was educated at Mars
Hill University for Business Administration
and Psychology, and New Hampshire Insti-
tute of Art for UX/UI Design.

Tim spent 5 years in the tech industry
working for Apple before moving on to a ca-
reer in training and workforce development
at the nonprofit Woodfords Family Services.

“At Apple, I learned how to design
and implement systems that are intuitive,
efficient, and built around the needs of real
people. At Woodfords Family Services, I
worked in training and workforce develop-
ment, helping staff grow and supporting an
organization through the day-to-day com-
plexity of mission-driven work. Together,
those experiences gave me a deep respect
for operational infrastructure,” he said.

As the Operations Manager, Tim will be
focused on day-to-day operations, member-
ships, budgets, logistics, events, fundraising
and more. “I’m not coming in to reinvent the
wheel; I’'m here to listen, learn, and make
everyone’s job a little easier wherever I
can. I look forward to engagement with the
fishing community; that’s exactly what drew
me to this role. Commercial fishing is one of
the hardest, most under-appreciated jobs in
America, and the people who do it deserve
an organization running at its best on their
behalf. I want to help make that happen,” he
said.

You can reach Tim at: tim.smith@
nefishermen.org, (207) 615-1962, or swing
by the NEFSA office.

Explore the renowned Penobscot Bay while making Safe
Harbor Front Street in Belfast your homeport. Rely on our
skilled craftspeopleforexpert service, repairs, and refits for
your boat: fss@shmarinas.com | frontstreetshipyard.com
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USS John P. Murtha to support NASA’s
Artemis II mission
From Petty Officer 1st Class Jomark
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SAN DIEGO, CA - Amphibious transport
dock ship USS John P. Murtha (LPD 26) is
slated to serve as the recovery ship for the
Orion spacecraft and its crew upon their
return from the historic Artemis II mission.

The ship is named in honor of the late
and long-serving Pennsylvania Congress-
man John P. Murtha.

“It is a fitting tribute to Congressman
Murtha, who dedicated his life to serving
our nation, that the ship bearing his name
will be integral to this historic moment in
space exploration,” said Capt. Erik Kenny,
commanding officer of John P. Murtha.
“He was a champion for our military and
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Upon completion of their mission, the
Orion capsule will splash down in the Pacific
Ocean, where John P. Murtha and its crew
will be prepared to recover the astronauts
and the spacecraft.

The U.S. Navy’s amphibious transport
dock has unique advantages, including a
well deck, helicopter pad, onboard medical
facilities, and communication capabilities
needed to support the mission. The platform
gives NASA the ability to recover the Orion
space capsule and collect critical data to help
ensure it’s ready to recover the astronauts
and capsule during future Artemis missions.

MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopters from
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 23
will provide imagery support for NASA by
tracking the Orion space capsule as it travels
through Earth’s atmosphere. After splash-
down, HSC-23 helicopters will recover the
astronauts once they exit the capsule and
bring them to the ship for assessment and
then transport them to shore.

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group
1 will provide Navy divers to recover and
transport the Orion space capsule from the
ocean to the ship’s well deck. Navy divers
are experts in mobile diving, salvage, tow-
ing, and open water, small boat operations.
In addition to the Navy divers, EODGRU-1
will support the recovery mission withadive
medical team to assess and assist the astro-
nauts following their exit from the capsule.

Artemis II is NASA’s first crewed
mission in a series of missions around and
to the lunar surface where crew can build
and test systems needed to prepare for the
challenge of future missions to Mars. The
mission launched from NASA’s Kennedy
Space Center in Florida, April 1, with four
astronauts onboard.

U.S. Navy recovers NASA astronauts,
Orion space capsule after historic Arte-
mis IT moon mission
From Lt.Cmdr. Kristina Johnson

21 April 2026

SAN DIEGO, CA - The U.S. Navy, in part-
nership with NASA and U.S. Space Com-
mand, recovered the Orion space capsule
and its four-person crew from the Pacific
Ocean, April 10, marking the conclusion of
the historic Artemis II mission.

Amphibious transport dock USS John
P. Murtha (LPD 26), assigned to Expedi-
tionary Strike Group 3, served as the pri-
mary recovery ship for the astronauts and
spacecraft, executing a complex maritime
operation that spanned from atmospheric
reentry to securing the capsule in the ship’s
well deck.

“I could not be more proud of the skill
and professionalism the crew demonstrat-
ed,” said Capt. Erik Kenny, commanding
officer of John P. Murtha. “Our team ex-
ecuted this complex recovery with pride,
showcasing the unique capabilities of our
naval forces. Being able to play a vital role
in this operation is a testament to the strength
of our team.”

NASA launched Artemis II from Ken-
nedy Space Center, Florida, April 1. The
mission served as a critical flight test for
future crewed missions to the lunar surface
and is part of NASA’s broader effort to pre-
pare for eventual human missions to Mars.

For the Navy, the mission also rep-
resented a homecoming for its own. The
crew included mission commander retired
U.S. Navy Capt. Reid Wiseman and pilot
U.S. Navy Capt. Victor Glover, both former
Navy test pilots and Naval Postgraduate
School alumni, alongside NASA astronaut
Christina Koch and Canadian Space Agency
astronaut Jeremy Hansen.
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The night before splashdown, NASA
Chief of Astronauts and retired U.S. Navy
Capt. Scott Tingle addressed the recovery
team to discuss the gravity of the operation.

“They say we stand on the shoulders of
giants,” Tingle said. “Tomorrow, the crew of
John P. Murtha becomes giants. You will set
the standard for how we are going to operate
our human space flight program for the next
fifty years.”

Tingle also highlighted the scale and
significance of the recovery effort.

“Wewill recover Orion, the biggest cap-
sule we have ever put in space, launched on
the most powerful rocket we have ever flown
astronauts on,” Tingle said. “It traveled
nearly half a million miles, reached speeds
approaching 40,000 miles per hour, and will
end its journey right here aboard USS John
P. Murtha. It is an absolutely incredible,
historic event.”

The operational phase of the recovery
began in the evening of April 10, as He-
licopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 23
provided critical imagery support, tracking
the Orion capsule through the atmosphere
until it splashed down at 5:07 p.m.

Immediately following splashdown,
dive medical personnel from Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal Group (EODGRU) 1 made
initial contact with the “Integrity” capsule
and crew to conduct medical assessments.

Once the astronauts were cleared for
transport, they were hoisted into MH-60S
Sea Hawk helicopters with HSC-23 and
flown to John P. Murtha for further evalua-
tion. Simultaneously, Navy divers, experts
in mobile diving, salvage, towing, and
open-water small boat operations, rigged the
Orion space capsule for recovery from the
ocean to the ship’s well deck.

Rear Adm. Brent DeVore, command-
er, Expeditionary Strike Group 3, said the
recovery reflected the team’s extensive
preparation and operational readiness.

“This recovery was a direct result of
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hours of training and the exceptional dedi-
cation of this team of teams,” DeVore said.
“Our Sailors are trained to be ready for any
mission, and they executed this historic task
with the precision and professionalism that
defines our naval service.”

As the Department of War’s human
space flight support manager, U.S. Space
Command is responsible for the terrestrial
rescue and recovery of NASA-sponsored
astronauts and spacecraft for the Artemis
program.

Working in support of U.S. Space
Command, additional Navy units included
Fleet Surgical Team 1; Fleet Surgical Team
9; En-Route Care System teams from Naval
Medicine Readiness and Training Com-
mand (NMRTC) San Diego, Twentynine
Palms, and Guam; and an Expeditionary
Resuscitative Surgical System team from
NMRTC Camp Pendleton, which provided
critical expeditionary medicine expertise
and advanced capabilities to respond, treat,
and save lives. Naval Health Research Cen-
ter also provided 24-hour access to special-
ized facilities and highly trained personnel
for the analysis of biological material and
technical support.

Supporting joint partners included U.S.
AirForce First Air Force, Detachment 3; and
U.S. Space Force’s 45th Weather Squadron.

Postured in support of U.S. 3rd Fleet
as a globally responsive and scalable na-
val command element, ESG-3 generates,
deploys, and employs naval forces and
formations for crisis response, contingency
operations, forward presence, major combat
operations, amphibious operations, humani-
tarian assistance and disaster response, and
expeditionary logistics.

Www.rosesmarine.com
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The Future of Our Fishery

By Sheila Dassatt

Some of us have been introduced to a
new legislation that introduces Legislation
to “Strengthen American Fisheries.” The
reason [’m saying “some” is because a lot
have seen it on social media posts and have
asked for more information about what it
is all about. I don’t totally have all of the
answers either, but I will do my best.

This bill was introduced by U.S. Sena-
tors, Angus King I-ME and Lisa Murkowski
(R-AK) to strengthen the American seafood
industry. The legislation is called The Amer-
ican Seafood Competitiveness Act. This
would expand access to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) Loan and grant
programs for commercial fishermen. This
would also expand Farm Credit eligibility to
businesses providing services to fishermen
and fish processors. The American Seafood
Competitiveness Act would: (taken from a
monthly newsletter), 1) Amend the Consol-
idated Farm and Rural Development Act to
include commercial fishing and fish process-
ing as eligible agricultural activities under
USDA programs. 2) Include wild caught
fish and shellfish as eligible agricultural
products under USDA’s Local Agricultural
Market Program and allow USDA to waive
or reduce matching fund requirements
lowering barriers for small rural operators.
3) Update USDA regulations to ensure
seafood processors can access financing to
acquire or upgrade processing facilities and
address significant operating costs. 4) Ex-
pand eligibility for USDA farm ownership
and operating loans to allow fishermen to

purchase permits, acquire vessels, make
capital improvements, and cover operating
and maintenance costs. 5) Broaden Farm
Credit eligibility to businesses that support
fishermen and fish processors providing
access to lending from Farm Credit institu-
tions similar to that available to farm related
businesses. 6) Create additional financing
options for coastal communities that rely on
the seafood economy, in the same manner as
those supported by traditional agriculture.
This Act would recognize the seafood indus-
try’s role as “farmers of the sea” by ensuring
that they have the same opportunities as
traditional farmers. Last year, Sen. King led
the Fishing Industry Credit Enhancement
Act (FICA) which would allow businesses
that provide direct assistance to fishing op-
erations.

In a nutshell, these are the basic facts
that go with this legislation. Now I’m not
trying to be negative, but I so carry an “air
of caution” with this piece of work. How
many of us knew ahead of time that this was
a plan in the making? I wasn’t aware of it
until it was just about a done deal.

Recently, I watched a documentary
about Margaret Holcomb, who was a young
woman whose father passed away unexpect-
edly and left her with a farm in Kansas. She
worked the farm all of her life, as her father
raised her after her mother died when she
was young. Margaret went to the tractor
dealership there and they basically laughed
her out of there. She was determined to
work the farm herself and ended up buying
two Farmall tractors at an auction with what
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money that she had. It was hard work for
her, but she worked the farm with those old
tractors.

I will try to put this story in a nutshell.
She saved what money she made and all of
the equipment was owned by her. She knew
how torepair the tractors if they needed work
and was able to keep them going. A lot of
the neighboring farmers had top of the line
equipment as well as the best of everything
for their farms. Of course, most of their
equipment was from Farm loans and low
interest funds sponsored by the USDA.

When the wheat business took a big
fall in the 70s and 80s, the farmers could
not pay their loan bills and eventually lost
their farms and had to let them go to auction.
Margaret was able to attend the auctions and
purchase their lost land to add to her farm.
With that being said, they could not pay
their equipment loans as well. This put the
tractor dealership out of business because
they ended up re-possessing their tractors
and equipment. This all came from these
loans and lower interest funds. Margaret
stayed with the farming, because financially,
she was able to add these repossessed lots
to her farm-stead. The owner of the tractor
dealership actually came to her and apolo-
gized for the way that he laughed and treated

her. There is a moral to this story and [ hope
that you can read between the lines. Check it
out with the farmers, nothing is done for free.
There will be fees and control that will come
along with this. What is going to happen
to our marketing collaborative? They offer
marketing assistance or emergency loans
that offer insurance related to fishing, such
as gear manufacturers or bait suppliers and
gain access to the Farm Credit System.

The USDA will have control of our
product much like the farmers. Ifthey reject
any of the product, they can call it dead loss.
They did this with Mike when he was driving
cattle to a processor. They deemed one of
the cows weak, shot it and who knows what
they did with the cow? The farmer was out
$3,000 and never did receive it. It was just
one example of what can happen when you
give up some of the control of your product.

Now this may be a good thing for the
fishermen, but ask questions, this is what
I plan to do. I'm not a spring chicken any
more, so [ have a tendency to be cautious
when things sound too good to be true. Also,
our best interest is with our own industry,
we want to be sure that we don’t get caught
in financial situations that leave it over our
heads. “Nothing is for free!”

Maine Dept. of Marine Resources

Body of Steuben Man Recovered from
Dyer Bay

April 22,2026

STEUBEN - The body of Thomas West,
63 of Steuben has been recovered from the
waters of Dyer Bay near his 35-foot lobster
boat, Aces and Eights, which was moored
close to the wharf at the end of Merritt Road
in Steuben. Mr. West’s body was discovered
in the water this morning at 6am by family
members. Marine Patrol was notified at
9pm last night by the Maine Department of
Public Safety’s Regional Communications
Center that Mr. West was missing after
local fishermen reported that his boat was
running with no one aboard. Marine Patrol
launched a search last night using a remotely
operated vehicle in the water near Mr. West’s
boat. Marine Patrol suspended the search at
2:30am due to low visibility and planned
to resume efforts this morning but was
notified that his body had been discovered
and transferred to a relative’s fishing vessel.
His body will be transported to the Office of
Chief Medical Examiner in Augusta for an
examination.

Guidance from the Maine Department
of Labor: Youth Working Lobster Boats
as Independent Contractors in Maine

May 1, 2026

The following guidance is provided on
behalf of the Maine Department of Labor.
What Youth and Families Need to Know

The Maine Department of Labor
provides this guidance in relation to state
enforcement of child labor laws. Contact
the US Department of Labor Wage and
Hour Division for questions about federal
enforcement of child labor laws.

State labor standards, including child
labor laws and restrictions, apply to em-
ployees. They do not apply to independent
contractors. Child labor laws are based on
the State’s interest in protecting children and
youth from employment situations that may
place them in harm’s way for the financial
benefit of others. This means it is important
to know how a minor is working in the lob-
ster industry first, so you know what labor
standards and protections, if any, apply.

These examples are provided to help
you think about whether a young person is
working as an employee or an independent

contractor.

Example 1: Simon is 9 years old and
has a student license from the Department of
Marine Resources (DMR). Simon fishes his
own traps from a skiff. Simon’s dad goes out
with him to make sure he’s safe, but Simon
does all the work. He keeps all the money
he makes when he sells his catch. Simon is
an independent contractor who works for
himself.

Example 2: Louise is 15 years old and
fishes with her uncle as the Sternman. She
has fished with him for several years. Louise
bands lobsters and baits pockets but doesn’t
run the hauler or drive the boat. She is paid
a percentage of the boat’s daily catch value.
Louise is an independent contractor, wheth-
erornotshe has astudentlicense from DMR.

Example 3: Henry is 17 years old. He
does not have a student license. He works
as a third man on a neighbor’s boat. He has
worked for other captains and has a reputa-
tion for being a solid hand. Henry is paid a
flat day rate, not an hourly rate. Henry is an
independent contractor.

If the location and type of work look
like one of these examples, then the minor
working in the lobster fishery will most like-
ly be considered an independent contractor.
HOWEVER, each situation is different.

The Maine Department of Labor looks
at the facts of each case when there is a
complaintorreport of a child labor violation.
Below is more information about the criteria
for an independent contractor.

Who is an INDEPENDENT CON-
TRACTOR under Maine law? Under Maine
law (26 MRS §1043(11)), an independent
contractor must exhibit ALL these charac-
teristics: Have the right to control the means
and progress of the work, except as to the
final results; A crewman is responsible for
banding lobsters but can decide whether to
do it after each string or every few strings.
Be customarily engaged in an independently
established trade, occupation, profession
or business; A crewman has a student or
apprentice license from DMR, has a history
of working on lobster boats, or has other ex-
perience in the fishery. Have the opportunity
for profit and loss as a result of the services
performed; A crewman is paid based on a

Continued on Page 27
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FrRoOM THE DIRECTOR OF D.E.L.A.

From the Director —

To start this report, I was looking over
my report from last month and noticed that
we are now in May and the weather hasn’t
changed much. It is still fairly cold with lots
of rainy, cloudy days. I’m not trying to give
you a weather forecast, but this makes a big
difference with getting our gear and boats
ready for this new season, especially if you
need to paint a wooden boat. We need to
paint the bottom and topside of our boat too
and this makes it very difficult.

Alothas been going on since last month
if you’ve been following the fishing indus-
try. We have had our series of Zone meetings
with suggestions for the next ASMFC meet-
ing that is coming up. Marianne Lacroix of
the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
was there to announce that they have been
approved for two more years and are also
have openings for new Board members. We
had a couple of guys offer to serve from Zone
C.

The Zone meetings also gave an update
on the lobster stock assessment over the
past few years. Our stock is healthy and up
in poundage but there were fewer landings
mostly due to wind and weather. There was
discussion about protecting the females,
notching and shell disease. The science
topic of the meetings was very good and
informative. There were good suggestions
for protecting our lobster stock for future
reference.

We saw the notes from the last advisory
meeting that was held in January. The Coun-
cil voted to have a meeting to proactively
discuss conservation options. This meeting
was held in February. The discussion was to
make suggestions in leu of a gauge increase.
Some of the suggestions had to do with the
impact of the sizes and placement of the
vents. Another suggestion was to do with the
cost of investing in hatcheries and potential

benefit to the resource.

Buy back of females, v-notch and release,
biological impact of culls and overall han-
dling practices. The LAC Members are not
advocating for a gauge change. With all of
these suggestions being said and publicized,
if you have suggestions, please send them
into your Zone, DMR or your association if
you belong to one. These suggestions are
all very important.

DELA is happy to announce a new
member! Welcome to Paul Boncek of Wells,
Maine! I am so pleased that Paul has been
in touch with me and proudly supports our
fishing industry. We always welcome new
members to our association, especially with
the support that we have been receiving to
maintain our way of life and heritage con-
cerning what Billy Bob Faulkingham went
through with the Maine Labor Department.
There has been an outpouring in support of
teaching our young ones how to learn first-
hand how to fish on the boat with family
teaching them. Safety is also a big factor on
the boat. Everyone that goes fishing should
really have safety knowledge and safety
gear.

DELA would also like to report that
Virginia Phillips of Wolfeboro NH sent in
funds in memory of Doug Phillips.

When it comes to safety, we offer our
condolences to the family of Thomas West
of Steuben. His body was recovered near
his boat, Aces and Eights which was still
running at the time. With the beginning of
the summer residents arriving, Jeffrey B.
Eaton of New Mexico was recovered from
the waters new Little Deer Isle, deceased
from an overturned kayak. Now they are
looking for a missing person on a paddle
board. Ican’t stress enough how dangerous
it is in these cold waters of the Maine Coast.
I saw that they were having an informative
class for kayakers that are coming here
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as summer visitors. This class is to teach
safety and help them to get along with the
commercial vessels in Stonington. In all
honesty, I understand that it is beautiful in
the area and the islands are a great place to
explore, but when the commercial fishing
boats come in from haul, they are in a hurry
to get to the dock to sell their catch of the
day. It seems to be when these kayakers are
out in the middle of the thoroughfare. I am
not trying to complain, maybe I am, but
it is highly dangerous to be out there and
get in the way. The coast of Maine is truly
beautiful, but even the locals were taught to
have great respect for the ocean. A squall
can come up without any notice, the winds
change and can swamp a vessel like a kayak
in a heartbeat. There really should be more
lessons on how to manage the sea, especially
when you are not a native here. Please take
heed and stay safe!

We have had a lot of changes going
on since the Legislature was in session,
during and after. There has been changes

with the President extending the time line
for the whale rules, as well as the USDA
(Department of Agriculture) changing their
rules to allow the fishermen to be “farmers
of the sea.” This entails a lot of Federal
involvement, which you can draw your own
conclusions of how you feel about that. 1
will explain a little more about this in my
article if I can, (factually). There are a lot
of variables that we want to consider with
these changes. Always remember, we are
all working for what is best for our fishing
industry and families. We won’t always
agree with one another, but regardless, there
is a lot of “food for thought here.”

Trust me, we will our best for our in-
dustry.

See you at the dock, Sheila
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Scientists and the Fishing Industry Join
Forces for Better Data and Management
(Part 1)

NOAA Fisheries’ Cooperative Research
programs build partnerships between sci-
entists and fishermen to collect data that
improves fisheries management.

April 06, 2026

While the Northeast Fisheries Science
Center spent more than 300 days-at-sea
monitoring and sampling from ships last
year, no one spends more time out on the
water than fishermen. Fishermen are in
tune with the seasons and fish stocks, and
contribute significantly to the economy and
food supply. That’s why we have a dedicated
research team focused on working closely
with the fishing community. Together, we
collect and analyze data that helps answer
big questions about fisheries and ocean
ecosystems.

We bring the fishing community and
scientists together to answer shared ques-
tions and improve management of Northeast
fisheries. Cooperative research can take
many forms, from outfitting fishing gear
with oceanographic sensors to partnering
with fishing vessels to design and execute
fisheries surveys.

“Werely onthe expertise of captains and
crew in our region to get a more complete
picture of fisheries and marine ecosystems,”
explained Cooperative Research Branch
Chief Anna Mercer. “Many cooperative re-
search projects start with fishermen sharing
their observations and concerns. We work
with industry members to develop research
projects that address scientific uncertainties
and harness the knowledge and expertise of
the fleet.”

Cooperative research provides oppor-
tunities for fishermen to document what they
are seeing on the water with data thatis useful
to them and the scientific community. Work-
ing together allows us to better understand
the ocean and the fish stocks that fishermen
rely upon for their daily catch. It also builds
lasting relationships and trust between the
scientific and fishing communities. In many
cases, the data fishermen collect are used
to make stock assessments more accurate,
improving fisheries management practices.
NOAA Fisheries promotes science-based
fisheries management, ensuring both the
industry’s economic viability and the long-
term health of marine ecosystems.

Youmay have heard about our Coopera-

tive Gulf of Maine Bottom Longline Survey.
It has been collecting data on species that
prefer rocky habitats in partnership with
two commercial fishing vessels since 2014.
Our Study Fleet has been going strong since
2006. It includes nearly 50 commercial fish-
ing vessels whose captain and crew collect
detailed data on fishing effort and catch.
Fisheries stock assessments rely on data
from both the Bottom Longline Survey and
the Study Fleet.

Our science center has many other
cooperative projects actively engaging with
the fishing community, supporting stock
assessments, oceanographic models and
forecasts, and enhanced understanding of
fisheries species.

Fishermen Are Powering Better Ocean
Forecasts

While satellites and oceanographic
buoys collect data on sea surface tempera-
tures, getting real-time bottom temperatures
is more challenging. Many of our region’s
fisheries species use the ocean floor as
habitat, including lobster, sea scallops, and
Atlantic cod. Our Environmental Monitors
on Lobster Traps and Large Trawlers pro-
gram, or eMOLT, outfits fishing vessels from
Maine to North Carolina with sensors and
computers. They collect and transmit bot-
tom-water temperatures when they deploy
fishing gear including traps and trawls. Last
year, about 145 fishing boats collected data
through eMOLT.

Bottom temperature data collected by
fishermen is used in 72-hour ocean forecast
models. These can help fishermen make
decisions about where to fish or how often
to check their lobster or crab traps. It also
supports forecasts the U.S. Coast Guard uses
to plan Search and Rescue Operations and
flood inundation predictions through the
Northeastern and Mid-Atlantic Regional
Associations of Coastal Ocean Observing
Systems.

The eMOLT program also deploys
dissolved oxygen sensors on lobster boats
to monitor low oxygen conditions that can
develop in the summer. Low oxygen con-
ditions can affect fisheries. For example,
lobsters will either move to avoid them or
die if they are stuck in traps. Last year, the
program deployed 70 sensors in New Jersey,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Maine.
We used this data to create a data product
showing how many days of low oxygen
were detected around the region last year.
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This shows where additional monitoring
may be warranted. The data product will be
presented to the New England and Mid-At-
lantic Fishery Management Councils as part
of the annual State of the Ecosystem Report.

“When I heard about eMOLT, I chimed
right in and wanted to be involved. We putin
180 days a year at sea and I figured our input
would help,” explained Chris King of the
F/V Donna Marie, based in Provincetown,
Massachusetts. “We can find out where
species will be, or where they won’t be.”

eMOLT began as a collaboration
between the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foun-
dation, several lobster fishing associations,
and the Northeast Fisheries Science Center.
In recent years, the program has engaged
with other fishing associations, non-profits,
and academic institutions around the region.
We have expanded coverage across different
fisheries and geographic areas.

Making the data fishermen collect
available to both the science and fishing
communities in near real-time is a top pri-
ority. In collaboration with the Commercial
Fisheries Research Foundation, we recently
developed FishBOT. It combines environ-
mental information collected by eMOLT
participants with information collected by
NOAA surveys and research programs at
institutions including Woods Hole Oceano-
graphic Institution and Rutgers University.
FishBOT provides a more cohesive look
at subsurface environmental conditions in
our region. Our team is always working to
update the data visualizations available to
eMOLT captains in the wheelhouses of their
vessels.

“We are always interested in feedback
from the fishing industry. We make changes
to the software to make it more user-friendly
and useful to fishermen. For example, we
added a summary from the haul when the
data downloads so the captain can add it
to their logbook,” explained eMOLT Co-
ordinator George Maynard. “That way the
fisherman is the first to see the data.”

Uncovering the Secrets of Shortfin
Squid with the Squid Squad

Northern shortfin squid support an
important but highly variable commercial
fishery in the Mid-Atlantic region. Between
2012 and 2022, its annual value ranged from
$1.1 million to $27.3 million. Despite the
importance of the fishery, much of these
squid’s lives remain a mystery, including
population size. Individual squid live less
than 1 year, making the population highly
dynamic. Squid migrate on and off the
continental shelf based on changing ocean-
ographic conditions, but their migration
patterns do not overlap with our fisheries
surveys.

To answer key questions about the
life history and oceanographic drivers of
squid, we formed the “Squid Squad.” It’s
a collaborative team of industry partners
and federal and academic researchers, in-
cluding oceanographers, fisheries biologists
and statisticians. In 2022, members of the
Squid Squad embarked on a multi-year field
sampling research effort. They wanted to
simultaneously collect oceanographic and
biological data in partnership with a com-
mercial shortfin squid fishing vessel.

This project collects data to: Under-
stand how squid movement and biology
are related to oceanographic conditions;
Document the size, reproductive maturi-
ty, and age of squid that migrate onto the
U.S. continental shelf at the start of the
fishing season; and Develop protocols
for deploying oceanographic instruments
from commercial fishing vessels to collect
high-quality oceanographic data.

We are building upon ongoing squid
research to expand and test novel data col-

lection methods. This project will advance
our current understanding of oceanographic
drivers of northern shortfin squid popula-
tions.

Scientists and the Fishing Industry Join
Forces for Better Data and Management
(Part 2)

NOAA Fisheries’ Cooperative Research
programs build partnerships between sci-
entists and fishermen to collect data that
improves fisheries management.

April 15,2026

Our cooperative research team works
with industry partners across New England
and the Mid-Atlantic to collect fish and in-
vertebrate samples to better understand age,
growth, reproduction, and bioenergetics.
These samples fill data gaps during times
of year and areas without surveys or other
ways of collecting fish samples.

For example, we have collected her-
ring samples to evaluate skipped spawning
events. We have also collected haddock
samples to study reproductive dynamics in
the Gulf of Maine, where extreme fluctua-
tions occur. We recently collected critical
data from weekly samples of longfin squid to
advance the understanding of longfin squid
life history. This will provide data to support
the 2026 longfin research track stock assess-
ment. Since the program began in 2009, we
have collected samples from more than 35
species from over 70 fishing vessels.

“I’ve been a fisherman for a long time,
but doing cooperative research has been
great for learning even more about the biol-
ogy of squid,” shared commercial fisherman
and industry partner Mark Philips. “It’s a
breath of fresh air to work with the staff.
Their excitement for science motivates me
to continue to collaborate and it’s clear they
have our back.”

Fishermen in the groundfish industry
harvest species including Atlantic cod, had-
dock, pollock and flounder. Commercial
fishery quotas and recorded catch are
typically based on total fish weight. How-
ever, scientists need to know the number
of individual fish caught for accurate stock
assessments. To bridge this gap, they trans-
late catch weights into fish numbers using
length-weight relationships and whole to
gutted weight conversion factors.

The length-weight relationship—a
mathematical model to predict a fish’s
weight based on its length—is an important
tool in fisheries science. Converting length
to weight can be tricky for species like At-
lantic cod because they are typically gutted
at sea. We need to convert the fish’s gutted
weight back to whole, or live, weight. We do
this conversion by applying a “conversion
factor,” which represents the ratio of the
gutted weight to the whole weight.

Ourcooperativeresearch teamlaunched
the project to update conversion factors for
cod, haddock and pollock, and the length/
weight calculations for those species as well
as five species of flounder. We are working
with the Massachusetts Division of Marine
Fisheries and the commercial groundfish in-
dustry, including fish dealers and fishermen
from: Gloucester, Massachusetts; Boston,
Massachusetts; New Bedford, Massachu-
setts; and Point Judith, Rhode Island.

The project has already made great
strides. We have sampled more than 2,462
fish at sea for conversion factor data from
nine vessels and more than 6,044 fish sam-
pled portside for length-weight data from 10
fish dealers. Our scientists sail on commer-
cial fishing trips and sample at fish houses.
They measure individual fish lengths and
weights, and collect otoliths—fish ear
bones—which they use to determine a fish’s
age. We share quarterly progress reports
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with our fishing industry partners, provid-
ing preliminary results and integrating their
feedback into the project.
Partnering to Size Up Golden Tilefish
for Stock Assessment

Adult Golden tilefish live in burrows
and are not often caught during our fisheries
surveys. We also infrequently encounter
them during portside sampling. Because of
this, the tilefish stock in the Mid-Atlantic
is a data-poor fishery. For accurate stock
assessments, we need to measure the lengths
of more tilefish. That’s why our cooperative
research team is partnering with a fishing
vessel that catches golden tilefish for a pilot
project to estimate tilefish lengths using
video recording.

We are working with the F/V Seacap-
ture and TeemFish to collect video data of
tilefish on measuring boards. A member
of our cooperative research team reviews
the footage and estimates tilefish lengths.
We have generated more than 7,000 length
estimates so far. We will continue this pilot
project for another year to build a robust
dataset to compare with port sampling and
data collected by fisheries observers. Our
scientists will present the results to the
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council.

Laurie Nolan, owner of the Seacapture,
shared, “It has been a pleasure working with
the Cooperative Research team. We hope to
produce needed length data that can be used
in the stock assessment process for golden

tilefish.”
Recreational Catch Data Powers Cod
and Winter Flounder Stock Assessments

We recently teamed up with New En-
gland’s recreational fishermen and other
partners to collect missing data on Atlantic
cod and winter flounder. More complete data
will help these important fish populations
recover and keep fishermen fishing.

In light of recent advancements in our
understanding of Atlantic cod populations,
stock assessment scientists needed more
biological data from the recreational fishing
fleet. We teamed up with members of New
England’s recreational for-hire fleet, the
New England Aquarium, Pelagic Strategies,
and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission to fill those data gaps.

During the first year, 12 participating
charter boat captains measured the lengths
and cited the precise location and date/time
caught for more than 3,000 fish. They also
collected fin clips for genetic sampling and
otoliths to determine the age of more than
300 cod. This data will fill critical gaps,
informing more effective management for
both cod and winter flounder.

Building Lasting Relationships Between
Fishermen and Scientists

We are committed to building new
partnerships between the wider science and
fishing communities and we developed the
Northeast Cooperative Research Summit
to do just that. This annual event, which
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rotates between New England and the
Mid-Atlantic, provides an opportunity to
learn about ongoing cooperative research,
define research priorities, and connect with
fishermen and scientists.

“The summit does a really great job of
creating a forum where everyone feels on
equal ground. As an early career scientist it is
awesome to be able to just strike up a conver-
sation with a fisherman. I learn so much just
from talking with them, and it means a lot
to learn their names and see their faces and
hear about their experiences.” — Northeast
Cooperative Research Summit Participant.

Our cooperative research team is
available to help make connections and
turn fishermen’s ideas into research. If you
are a fisherman interested in conducting

collaborative research to improve the sci-
ence and management of New England and
Mid-Atlantic fisheries, contact Cooperative
Research Branch Chief Anna Mercer. If you
are a scientist looking for a research partner
in the fishing community, we can connect
you to vessels participating in the fisheries
or areas that your research focuses on. The
relationships built through cooperative re-
search are critical to expanding knowledge
of fisheries and marine ecosystems, and
improving fisheries management.

Western Atlantic Provides Refuge for
Bluefin Tuna
A 30-year study shows that conservation

Continued on Page 26
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Little Notch Bakery & Cafe - Diesel - Ethanol Free Gas - Mail and Fedex -
Yacht Provisioning - Alongside Floating Docks - Inside/Outside Boat
Storage - Shoreside Accommodations - Upper Deck Seafood Restaurant

Tel: (207) 244 0117 - www.dysartsmarina.com * VHF Channel 9
No. 11 Apple Lane - PO Box 1503 - Southwest Harbor - Maine - 04679



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/golden-tilefish
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/fisheries-observers/biological-port-sampling
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/fisheries-observers/northeast-fisheries-observer-program
https://www.mafmc.org/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/outreach-and-education/cooperative-research-fosters-regional-partnerships
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/contact/anna-mercer-phd
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/contact/anna-mercer-phd
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A Fay & Bowen launch from 1906 being rebuilt at Hylan & Brown in Brooklm They have
replaced frames and part of her keel and added an electric pod.

Hylan & Brown
Brooklin, ME

One never knows what they will find in
any of the boat shops up and down the Maine
Coast. When I walked into the main shop,
there to the left was a 1906 Fay & Bowen tor-
pedo stern launch. This company was started
by Walter Fay and Earnest Bowen in Geneva,
New York as the Fay & Bowen Engine Co.
in 1904. Over the next 25 years they built
approximately 900 boats before the stock
market crash of 1929 forced them to close
their doors. This one was found in upstate
New York and was mostly original. The big
problem was that someone was recutting all
the seams with a skill saw but had set the
saw depth too deep and cut halfway into
every frame. So, every frame needed to be
replaced and riveted. While working on the
frames they also discovered that they needed
to replace a portion of her keel before they
could add an electric pod drive. With this
drive system they needed to stiffen the area
around it. This boat will be used as a harbor
launch in Buck’s Harbor and that means they
will also be adding additional seating.

[ am coming away with more questions
about the development of the torpedo stern
as to where did it originate? When they were
working on the stern framing, they thought

]
/= SOUTH PORT

M-A-+*R-*
South Portland. Mame

43" 30 3R N, TR NS LA Y

Contact us at (207) 799-8191

Machine

- Complete Engine Re-
building, Engine Balance,
Crank Welding/Grinding,

Pressure Testing, Cast

Iron/Alum Crack Repair

- Custom Machining Fabri-
cation of Steel, Aluminum,
Stainless

- Steel, Aluminum, and
Stainless Inventory & Gas
Welding Depot

667-6910

Over 20 years in Business
328 Bucksport Rd., Suite 1, Ellsworth
Monday - Friday

New 55 Ton Travel Lift
All Your Servicing and Boat Sales Needs

@YAMAHA @Msncuny $ suzuki

www.southportmarine.com

This is an Elco cruiser which has been under a rebuilding program for a number of years at
Hylan & Brown in Brooklin. She is in the final stages, but probably needs another winter.

that they would find a chine log. Instead, they
found a bunch of steam bent frames with a
very hard turn and all were broken. Ellery
Brown added “These guys basically did the
same model with two different sterns. They
had sort of a fantail and then they had the
torpedo. I don’t know how many of each
they did and I also don’t know how many of
these there are around, but there are a few.
Then behind the Fay & Bowen launch
is the wooden 50-foot Elco cabin cruiser PA-
TIENCE, which is in for a total restoration.
This restoration began at Paul Rollin’s shop
in York years ago and then came here to be
finished. This has been a multi-year process.
Thelasttime she was in the shop she received
new fore and main decks, which was several
years ago. She was brought in again this year,
and they worked on her interior. They put
in the ceiling, bulkheads, forward cabin and
fo’c’s’le. They also got work done on the
trunk cabin and main pilothouse. With time
running out they feel like one more winter
might be enough to complete the project.
Ellery said, “The last one will be mostly just
engine and interior work. She is starting to
look like the whole package. The pilothouse
was traditional raised panel mahogany, but
we did it nontraditional, plywood cored with
Sepo Y4 to 3/8-inch veneer. It will look 100
percent traditional, but it was all vacuum
bagged, so it is going to be much more stable
and maintainable than floating raised panel

construction.”

One concern is that before she comes in
for the last phase they think they want to put
her in the water and get her to swell up since
she has been out of water for a long time.

Another interesting aspect of this boat
is that there were several different versions
of this 50-foot model. However, the owners
have done a lot of research and know this one
was from 1926 because the wind screen was
vertical and the pilothouse was almost out to
the gunnels. Ellery thought that there were
at least five or six of this size Elcos still in
existence and all well-maintained.

In the shop off to the side is the Wil-
liam Hand designed WOMBAT, which is
cold-moulded and was built in South Free-
port in the 1990s. This boat was originally
fitted with an inboard gasoline engine, but
several years ago it was switched over to
electric power. This motor was not per-
forming as the owner wanted, and they are
switching her over to a new E-Propulsion 40
kW motor. The previous motor was under
the cockpit sole, and the new motor will be
further forward, meaning new motor beds
and shaft. The two lithium batteries are
rather large, each weighing 400 pounds, and
these will be fitted under the side seats. Ellery
added, “This owner is very knowledgeable.
He actually started the conversation with us
about converting it to an outboard and want-
ed to put a motor well in the back. We started

HEWES
COMPANY

PO Box 599 * 419 Ellsworth Road * Blue Hill Maine

www.hewesco.com/marine/division

CNC machined bulkheads and moulds
Cabinetry, varnish, & Corian
for the marine industry

gardner@hewesco.com
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This is the new facilty being erected by Lyman-Morse in Rockland. This is right next to the

-
i

fabrication shop.

talking about what don’t you like about her
electric system? We told him, ‘I think if you
stuck with electric, we could do a lot better
than what you have.” He ended up going
for that. His wasn’t that old and E-tech is a
viable motor, but it has been kind of messed
with. He also had some sketchy lithium-ion
batteries in it. All this is from E-Propulsion
is absolutely the latest.”

Nextto WOMBAT is a Glen-L designed
runabout. The owner was interested in a
new electric runabout but did not like the
quote they gave him. The owner then asked
if there was anything they could adapt to
what he was looking for, and they found this
boat with a big gasoline engine. Due to the
amount of weight previously they needed
to distribute the weight since she is getting
an electric outboard mounted on a bracket
with one battery under the foredeck and the
other in the stern. Once completed she will
be heading to her owner in Minnesota.

Ellery also said that he had just come
back from an electric boat demonstration
at the Fishermen’s Co-op in Spruce Head.

The Island Institute had set them up with an
electric workboat. Fogg Boatworks of North
Yarmouth had built a flat-bottom aluminum
workboat, powered with an E-Propulsion
outboard, for carrying crates around the
harbor. For the demonstration they towed a
string of crates, and due to an electric motor’s
torque, they had no problem. Since the boat
is not in constant use it could be plugged
in when tied to the dock. They did feel that
they could work the boat three to four hours
before she needed to be charged.

Lyman-Morse
Thomaston, ME

Lyman-Morse has begun construction
of a new 15,000-square-foot facility to sup-
port large-scale composite fabrication and
assembly, marking a significant expansion
of the company’s manufacturing facilities
in Thomaston, Maine. The new building will
be the third facility on the campus and will
hold the company’s Advanced Composites

Continued on Page 18

The PORTLAND PILOT boat in for annual maintenance and to the right is the Lowell built
lobster boat TAM O’SHANTER from South Freeport, also in for annual maintenance at
Royal River Boat Yard in Yarmouth.

Want to finish a new boat or have
your current boat renovated?

Farrin's Boat Shop

"Where Old Maine craftsmanship is still Done wit
has two openings this summer.
CALL BEFORE THEY ARE GONE

Farrin's Boat Shop
19 Sproul Road, Walpole, ME 04573
(207) 563-5510 or farrinsboatshop@tidewater.net

S SUZUKI

REPUWE

MASTEY ITRNGINTI CENTER

Yankee Marina
& Boatyard

less noise and greater reliability

factory warranty

When Considering A RePower, Consider These Factors:

* All Mastry Suzuki RePower Centers have decades of repower experience
providing proper rigging, controls, propeller matching and in water testing.

+ With a Mastry Suzuki RePower, owners gain improved performance,

+ Options that will fit most any budget, financing available
* Mastry Suzuki RePower’s exclusive Owner’s Edge Program*
+ All Mastry Suzuki RePowers come with Suzuki’s 5-year

Certified RePower Specialist are the Difference
— It Simply Makes Sense

Mastry Suzuki RePower Centers are America‘s premiere repower experts. Mastry Engine Center has been supporting the marine industry for over 60 years providing
authorized Mastry Suzuki RePower Centers with the perfect engine packages devised to best fit their customers’ needs without stretching their budget.

As one of the largest Suzuki Outboard distributors in North America, our Clearwater, Florida warehouse maintains hundreds of Suzuki Outboard engines and
thousands of parts, including complete service kits, assuring that our authorized Mastry Suzuki RePower Centers technicians have everything they need for periodic
services. Strategies and systems that assure our authorized Mastry Suzuki RePower Centers customers receive unmatched results and support.

Yankee Marina & Boatyard is !'I')Ill_lr' Local Mastry Suzuki RePower Center
17 ‘

HE ALTERNATIVE TO BUYING A NEW BOAT

Yankee Marina & Boat Yard | yankeemarina.com

suzukirepower.com | 1-800-545-4574

€5

142 Lafayette St. POB 5484 04096 | 207-846-4326

| *Get with the Program!

When you purchase a new Suzuki outboard from an authorized
Mastry RePower Center you qualify to become a member of the
Mastry Suzuki Owner’s Edge. Owners receive an identification
Y card that provides them with important information about their
Suzuki outboard motor as well as a passport to additional

. %ifkj_ ) ‘benefits during ownership. Members enjoy a detailed engine
- - 7!.'*}53 maintenance schedule, Mastry Suzuki RePower Trade Program

and special pricing from Mastry Suzuki Partners.
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Boat Hauling Design

JOHN'S BAY BOAT COMPANY

Custom Building Repair

www.johnsbayboat.com
jbbcol@gmail.com

Box 58

Peter Kass, Prop.
South Bristol, ME 04568

207-644-8261

G

+ 24°x24°x85’ Professional Spray Booth
+ 50 & 75 Ton Travelift
+ Mobile Crane Service

+ Complete Fabrication/Fiberglass Repair
Facility
+ Slips - Mooring - Fuel
® 4 . Certified Diesel/Outboard Sales & Service
+ Local and Long Distance Boat Transport
120 Tillson Ave Rockland, Maine
(207) 594-0400 www.journeysendmarina.com

Ve

info@journeysendmarina.com

Home of the Calvin Beal
and Young Brothers Boats

CALVIN BEAL
30-34-36-38-

42 -44 - 46
SW Boatworks

MADE IN MAINE

YOUNG BROTHERS pYYAYy&2vY%;
30-33-35-38-
40 -42-45-46

www.swboatworks.com
swboatworks@gmail.com

CuUusTOM WOoOODENM BOATEUILDING & REPAIR
SINCE 1973

stanley

BOATS

rd
oM

P} Bax 375
13 Little slamd Way
Bass Harbor, ME 4653

7. 2443795
wiww, RichardStaniey Boats.com
richard@nchardslanleyboali, com

The Stanley 38

No corporate culture. No dealer incentives. No focus groups. Just Boats.

Johin Willlams

Boat Building - Service - Brokerage PO Box 80, Shipwright Lane, Hall Quarry, Mount Desert, Maine 04660

Custom tuna, Lobster and Pleasure Boats

General Marine Inc.
Airport Industrial Park, Biddeford, Maine 04005

(207) 284-7517

(* FINESTKIND
BOATYARD

11 Brizted Way, Harpswell, Malne

# Full Service Boatyard #* Indoor/Outdoor Storage
# Custom Finish Work # Carpentry & Machine Shop

MEMBER

ABYC

Satiing Stavndarcs for Sales Baaling

www.fkby.com

(207) 833-6885
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YFARRIN'S BOATSHOPYY #'-HE-;

Bruce A. Farrin & Sons 0™

il

Atlantic Boatworks 37 -
3 - Wayne Beal 40

Walpole, Maine 04573 » 207-563-5510
FarrinsBoatshop.com |

At Farrin's, pride in our workmanship has
been continuously applied in over 50 years of
building boats.

Our craftsmanship in construction will give
your custom project the quality that has
made Maine famous in the boat building
industry.

H&H MARINE INC

H&H Marine Inc. builds quality working craft from 25 to 47 feet. Custom layouts are available.
Come visit us at our shop, and see first hand the quality we build with "Downeast Pride"!

P.O. Box 932, Steuben, Maine 04680 (207) 546-7477 www.hhmarineinc.com

Zero Emission

Quiet

Odor free
Efficient
Reliable
Economical
and now,...fast

gm?ma&mém

MAINE ELECTRIC BOAT Co. partners with
Vision Marine Technologies, expertly building
electric boats for 25 years. Three of their models
are available to test drive at Rumery’s Boat Yard.
Boats start at $25k. Some models reach 40 mph.

PURCHASE RENTALS CONVERSIONS & INSTALLATIONS

Modern Classics - Electric Conversions © Restoration & Storage
Rumery’s Boat Yard - Biddeford, ME - 207-283-0607 - www.MaineElectricBoat.com

MAINE

B U BOAILS

www.mainebuiltboats.com

Get Ready For an
Impressivl Season!

T — .

Mobile Marine Electronics & Electrical Service
Sales - Install - Repair
A ImpressivE g
A" —E‘lﬂﬁiNE— e
(207) 471-5262

www.Impressivemarine.com

T

MAINE YACHT CENTER

A Perfect Place to Refuel, Refit, and Relax

Located in Casco Bay, minutes from downtown Portland.

fl | |

5

Portland, Maine

100 Kensington Street
207.842.9000 - www.maineyacht.com
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This is a Portland Pudgy, which is 7 feet 6-inches in length and can be rowed, sailed or pow-
ered with an outboard. They are built in Biddeford.

MARINE FINANCING

New Boat Construction ¢ Used Boat Loans
Traps & Gear Loans ¢ Refinancing & Repowering

MAINE
FINANCIAL GROUP

A Katahdin Trust Company Affiliate

IVIF

CONTACT: Jim Amabile
1.800.974.9995

144 US Route One
Scarborough, Maine 04074

MEMBER FDIC 12Y EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

This is a 21-foot Striper, under construction at Riverside Boat in Newcastle. She is halfway
planked, but she is on hold while yard workers get the storage boats ready for the water.

Center. It joins the Lyman-Morse Workboats
division, and Lyman-Morse Technologies
building, which houses the company’s CNC
and metal additive department.

Together, these three facilities position
Lyman-Morse as a fully integrated advanced
manufacturing partner capable of delivering
across multiple materials and disciplines.
This combination allows Lyman-Morse to
support a wide range of applications, from
marine systems and vessels to industrial
components and specialized engineered
solutions.

With the addition of the Advanced
Composites Center, Lyman-Morse contin-
ues to broaden its capabilities across: Rapid
Prototyping; Composite fabrication and
structural components; Metal additive man-
ufacturing - 3D printing SS316L; and Cus-
tom-engineered systems and assemblies.

Purpose-built to support the company’s
advanced composites capabilities, the new

clear-span building includes a radiant-floor
heat system to provide consistent climate
control for construction projects and teams.
Integrated compressed air lines, vacuum
pumps, and IT infrastructure support the
modern tools and equipment used in com-
posite manufacturing, and two 5-ton over-
head cranes will enable efficient movement
of large structures throughout the building.
A planned renewable energy system will en-
hance Lyman-Morse’s commitment to sus-
tainability and environmental responsibility.
The interior layout is engineered for flexi-
bility, allowing teams to manage complex
manufacturing projects while maintaining
precision and efficiency across all stages of
production. The new building represents a
major step forward in Lyman-Morse’s scale,
efficiency, and technical capacity as demand
increases across the marine, industrial, de-
fense, and specialized fabrication sectors.
“This expansion is about giving our

Announcing the all-new John
Deere JD14 and JD18 marine
engines. They’re built to take your
marine propulsion, and auxiliary,
and generator applications to the

Designed and
manufactured in
Waterloo, lowa

JD14

i 298 up to 599 kW
(400 up to 803 hp)

e

S RLWEN ETETEME

Contact your local
John Deere Marine Dealer or marinesales@bellpower.com for
more information

next Llevel.

———

JoHn DEERE




This is Southern Maine Marine in Biddeford, which was sold last summer to Kennebunkport
Marina. Note the new shop and out frame they are doing site work for a 30,000 square foot
storage building.

team the space and infrastructure they need
to execute at the highest level,” said Samir
Gupta, manager of Lyman-Morse’s Ad-
vanced Manufacturing division. “This new
building allows us to take on larger, more
complex projects with greater efficiency.”

The project is supported by an award
from the Maine Technology Institute’s
Maine Technology Asset Fund (MTAF3.0),
a state program that aims to boost econom-
ic activity and grow the state’s innovation
economy. When completed in summer
2026, the ITAR-compliant Lyman-Morse
Advanced Composites Center will join
Lyman-Morse’s two other specialized man-
ufacturing facilities on Elltee Circle and
create a fully integrated, world-class hub
for innovation in advanced manufacturing,
metal and composite fabrication, and tech-
nology development.

The two other Lyman-Morse facilities
on Elltee Circle that comprise the Advanced
Manufacturing Campus include:

Lyman-Morse Technologies

Precision CNC machining operations,
utilizing 3- and 5-axis machines; EOS
M290 metal additive manufacturing system;
Workforce training and development; ITAR
compliant and ISO9001:2015 certified.

Lyman-Morse Workboats

Construction of aluminum workboats,
landing crafts, and emergency response ves-
sels; Specialized production of commercial
and government vessels; Aluminum, Stain-
less and Carbon Steel fabrication with full
finish coatings; Standards: ABYC, ASME
IX, AWS, ABS, AISC, NAVSEA, DEP;
In-house AWS certified welding inspec-
tors (CWI) and certified welding educator
(CWE); AWS D1.2 certified team of welders
in marine specific alloys — 5086/83, 6061,
5052; and ISO9001:2015 certified.

By bringing together composites,
metals, and additive manufacturing within
a single campus, the Lyman-Morse Ad-
vanced Manufacturing Center is positioned
to support increasingly complex projects
while maintaining the craftsmanship and
problem-solving approach that has defined
the company for nearly half a century. The
expansion reflects Lyman-Morse’s ongoing

Fishing access
along the
Kennebunk River

We supply the bait, tackle & boat
you supply the time to relax!

Saco Bay Tackle supplies on site.
For Rent: Power boats, canoes, and kayaks

Call 207-967-3411
or stop by 67 Ocean Avenue

investment in advanced manufacturing in-
frastructure, workforce development, and
domestic production capabilities.

“This project is about building capa-
bility for the long-term,” said Drew Lyman,
president of Lyman-Morse. “We’re creating
a facility that not only supports our current
work but positions us for the next generation
of manufacturing challenges.”

Padebco Custom Boats
Round Pond

They have been busy this winter with
their usual storage boats being moved in and
out of the work bays in the main workshop.
One of the big projects is on a Padebco 27,
which is in for a second year. She was pow-
ered with twin 150-hp outboards. These have
been removed and they enclosed the transom
so they could add a full-width seat. They also
added some stern facing seats. They have re-
moved the soft top and will be replacing that
with a hardtop, which is almost completed.
The outboards will be replaced with twin
200 outboards on a bracket, and these will
be controlled with an Optimus 360 joystick
with electric power-steering. Leon McCork-
le added that he was heading to Florida to get
a refresher course in their installation. This
project will likely be done early summer.

They also have been building a new
Padebco 23 centre console, which should
be completed in June for a customer from
Biddeford Pool. She will be powered with a
150-hp Yamaha outboard.

Their boat brokerage sold a couple of
boats this winter. One was a 20-foot Grady

Continued on Page 25
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PORTLAND
YACHT
SERVICES

<] PORTLAND
< SHIP
YARD

The Only Boat Yard You’ll Ever Need
PortlandYacht.com

4-STROKE OUTBOARDS
2.9HP - 250 HP
BACKED BY A

5-YEAR WARRANTY

WARINE

imrnwnm

I'H'.H

CONTACT Us:
(207) 664-0500

www.pirlemarine.com
53 Sunset Park Road

Ellsworth, Maine

o

CALL YORK'S

NEED TO MOVE YOUR BOAT?
BOAT TRANSPORTATION

-
s

Y e

11 Gordon Drive
Rockland, Maine 04841

YORK'S MARINE

(207) 596-7400
www.yorkmarineinc.com
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ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION SPRING MEETING NEWS

Continued from Page 1

By weight, landings initially decreased in
the years when the gauge size increased and
then stabilized at a greater landings weight.
Upon full implementation of the simulated
management measures, landings stabilized
at a ~4% decrease in the total number of
lobsters landed, but an increase of 6% in
landed weight because lobsters were landed
at a larger size. The gauge changes resulted
in a shift in the size composition of landings,
with the primary shift being the replacement
of many “chicks” (<1% lbs.) by “quarters”
(1% - 1% 1bs.), and “halves” (1%2 - 1%
Ibs.). The protection of smaller individuals
through the increased gauge and vent size
regulations also resulted in an increase in
reference abundance and spawning stock
biomass, and reduced exploitation rates. The
Board acknowledged that as management
measures are considered moving forward,
there will also need to be an analysis of
the economic and market impacts of those
measures.

The TC also reported on a task from
the Board to provide input on a proposal to
modify the lobster fishery season closure
in Lobster Conservation Management Area
(LCMA) 5, which spans the southern part of
New Jersey through Virginia. The proposal
is to change the rules to allow traps to be
set 15 days earlier (March 9 instead of 24)
and to be re-hauled for harvesting black sea
bass, require gear to be removed by January
15, and prohibit the retention of lobster from
January 16 to March 15. The intent of the
proposed change is to allow LCMA 5 lobster
permit holders to target black sea bass earlier
in the season by effectively shifting the clo-
sure earlier by two weeks. The TC noted that
because the closure was implemented over
a decade ago, recent landings data during
the period of the proposed dates are not
available to project changes in exploitation,
but the TC believes the proposed change has
the potential to marginally increase lobster
exploitation because catchability in March
is expected to be greater than in January. As
an alternative approach to increase access to
black sea bass, the TC suggested modifying
the rules governing the setting and hauling
of'trap gear during the closure (e.g., allowing
pots to be set and fished for black sea bass
March 9 instead of March 24, as proposed)
while maintaining the dates during which
lobster harvest and possession is prohibited.
This change would not be expected to in-
crease lobster mortality. The states indicated
they will convene a Lobster Conservation
Management Team (LCMT) meeting for
Area 5 to develop a conservational equiv-
alency proposal for Board consideration.
It was also noted that a federal rulemaking
process would be required to change the
closure rules in federal waters.

Maine and New Hampshire reported on
recent meetings with stakeholders to identi-
fy potential management approaches for the
Gulf of Maine. Maine is continuing to hold
meetings with its Lobster Advisory Com-
mittee to discuss management measures
and conservation efforts. New Hampshire
recently presented the results of an industry
survey on lobster management and fisher-
men’s perceptions.

The Board received an update from
NOAA Fisheries on the status of the RFI to
gather additional information on ropeless
gear and visualization technology. NOAA
Fisheries indicated that the RFI is currently
under review. The RFI aims to better inform
stakeholder input and Council decision-
making regarding the development of the
Joint New England and Mid-Atlantic Fish-
ery Management Councils’ Alternative Gear
Marking Framework Adjustment, which

will consider changes to surface-marking
requirements that would allow the use of
fixed gear without a persistent buoy line as
a possible approach for reducing entangle-
ment risk for large whales.

The Board also reviewed a list of po-
tential management changes that had been
recommended in previous discussions of
the Board and with the Lobster Conserva-
tion Management Teams (LCMTs). The list
of possible management changes included
allowing harvesters in LCMA 2 (Southern
New England) to maintain a maximum of
2 permits with 800 traps each for a total
of 1600 traps, allow the transfer of traps
between permits owned by a single entity
without the conservation tax, maintain
active trap limits and ownership caps for
LCMA 3 (federal waters), and shifting the
seasonal closure in LCMA 5. The Board
will maintain this list as a living document
so these changes can be considered when
future actions are taken.

The Board also appointed Chris
Townsend, a Massachusetts lobster trap
fisherman, to the American Lobster AP. For
more information, please contact Caitlin
Starks, Senior Fishery Management Plan
Coordinator, at cstarks@asmfc.org.
Motions

Move to approve the nominations to the
Steering Committee on Lobster MSE.

Motion made by Mr. Wilson and sec-
onded by Dr. McNamee. Motion carries by
unanimous consent.

Move to approve the approve the nom-
ination of Chris Townsend from Massachu-
settsto the Lobster Advisory Panel to replace
Eric Lorentzen.

Motion made by Mr. Glenn and sec-
onded by Mr. Cimino. Motion carries by
unanimous consent.

ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS
MANAGEMENT BOARD
Meeting Summary

The Atlantic Striped Bass Management
Board met to discuss guidance on biolog-
ical reference points (BRPs) and spatial
management for the 2027 benchmark stock
assessment, as well as the composition,
task details and timeline of the Board Work
Group on future striped bass management;
and receive updates on Maryland’s Adden-
dum II implementation, and a timeline and
process for feedback to NOAA on its Striped
Bass Aquaculture Plan.

The Board provided guidance to the
Atlantic Striped Bass Stock Assessment
Committee (SAS) on the development of the
upcoming assessment’s BRPs (i.e., targets
and thresholds for spawning stock biomass
and fishing mortality) that would address
the Board’s current and future management
objectives. The Board requested the SAS
continue to explore both model-based ref-
erence points, such as MSY, SPR40%, and
SPR50%, as well as other options for empir-
ical reference points including treating the
1995 spawning stock biomass (SSB) value
as a target and using 75% of that value as
a threshold. The Board requested the SAS
investigate the relationship between SSB,
recruitment, and environmental factors to
further inform the thresholds and consider
other metrics for stock health such as a
wide age structure, total abundance, catch
rates, and the spatial extent of the stock.
The Board expressed continued interest in
spatial reference points and recommended
Delaware Bay be included in the Chesa-
peake Bay producer area region instead of
being included in the ocean region.

The Board provided additional guid-
ance for the Work Group (WG) on future
striped bass management, established by
the Board in October 2025. The WG is

intended to discuss management beyond
2029 considering the impact of recent low
recruitment as those weak year- classes
become the majority of the spawning stock
biomass in the coming years. Staff presented
several options for WG formation and pos-
sible timelines to address the WG tasks. The
Board agreed with the staff recommendation
to waituntil after the assessment completion
to address assessment-related tasks (BRPs,
recruitment drivers, spawning areas, size-
based management). After discussion of
several approaches for the WG, the Board
will establish a steering committee which
will provide guidance on work group tasks
and timelines. The steering committee will
be comprised of 6 Board members (Board
Chair plus 1 from each spawning area/re-
gion: Chesapeake Bay, Delaware Bay, New
York Hudson River, Southern New England,
Northern New England). The Board also
expressed its desire to hold a management
objectives workshop in 2027.

In February 2026, the Board approved
state implementation plans for Addendum
III to Amendment 7 on the measurement
of total length and the Maryland Chesa-
peake Bay recreational season. Maryland’s
implementation plan notified the Board of
the state’s decision to move forward with
implementing the new recreational season
baseline and was working through its state
process for implementation at the time. On
March 31, Maryland announced the state
2026 recreational striped bass regulations,
which are consistent with its implementation
plan.

NOAA Fisheries developed a report on
the science and environmental issues as well
as legal and policy issues regarding striped
bass aquaculture. This report was presented
to the Board at its February 2026 meeting.
NOAA s seeking feedback on its report from
the Commission. Based on Board feedback
that will be provided to staff over the sum-
mer, a draft letter will be presented to the
Board for its review at the Commission’s
August meeting.

Lastly, Nichola Meserve from the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts was elected
Vice-Chair. For more information, please
contact Toni Kerns, Fisheries Policy Direc-
tor, at tkerns@asmfc.org.

Motions

Move to use a steering committee pro-
cess.

Motion made by Ms. Madsen and sec-
onded by Mr. Sikorski. Motion passes by
unanimous consent.

Move to elect Nichola Meserve as the
Vice-Chair of the Atlantic Striped Bass Man-
agement Board.

Motion made by Ms. Ware and second-
ed by Mr. Clark. Motion passes by unani-
mous consent.

ATLANTIC COASTAL COOPERA-
TIVE STATISTICS PROGRAM CO-
ORDINATING COUNCIL

Meeting Summary

The Atlantic Coastal Cooperative
Statistics Program (ACCSP) Coordinating
Council met to take action on the FY2027
RFP (Request for Proposals), discussNOAA
recreational fishing initiatives, and receive
ACCSP program updates.

The Council reviewed the recommend-
ed updates to the Funding Decision Process,
general proposal guidelines, and review
schedule as presented by the Operations
Committee and Advisory Panel. The Coun-
cil approved the FY2027 RFP with modified
language on the proposal guidelines to note
that “Proposals that request funding to pur-
chase 3rd party data or develop/purchase 3rd
party software that is similar (e.g., perform-
ing existing functions) to software offered by

ACCSPwillbe considered on a case-by-case
basis.”

ACCSP staff presented a summary of
the process to request changes to the Access
Point Angler Intercept Survey to include
more detailed area fished and depredation
information. NOAA staff presented updates
on the Recreational Angler Partnership
Improvement Directive (RAPID), Marine
Recreational Information Program estimate
publication dates, and the next National Salt-
water Recreational Fishing Summit planned
for March 2027.

The Council received an update of

ACCSP program activities, including recre-
ational initiatives,
2025 commercial landings publication,
software development projects, major
cross-team projects, and regional partner
coordination.

For more information, please contact
Geoff White, ACCSP Director, at Geoff.
White@accsp.org.

Motions

Move to approve the ACCSP FY2027
RFP as presented, including updated lan-
guage in the funding decision document as
amended today.

Motion made by Ms. Zobel and second-
ed by Dr. McNamee. Motion approved by
consent.

ATLANTIC MENHADEN
MANAGEMENT BOARD
Meeting Summary

The Atlantic Menhaden Management
Board met to (1) consider approval of Draft
Addendum II on the Chesapeake Bay reduc-
tion fishery for public comment; (2) review
a Technical Committee (TC) report on the
Board task regarding changing environ-
mental conditions; (3) review a report from
the Committee on Economics and Social
Sciences (CESS) regarding the economic
impacts of changing the total allowable
catch (TAC); (4) receive an update on a
Request for Proposals being developed for
Chesapeake Bay research; (5) elect a Vice
Chair; and (6) approve a nomination to the
Advisory Panel.

In October 2025, the Board initiated
Draft Addendum II to Amendment 3 to
develop options to more evenly distribute
harvest of the Chesapeake Bay Reduction
Fishery Cap (Bay Cap) into quota periods as
well as consider reductions in the Bay Cap
up to 50%. The Plan Development Team
(PDT) incorporated the Board’s feedback
from February into the Draft Addendum and
drafted amemo of additional information re-
quested by the Board as well as options that
the PDT considered and rejected. Specifical-
ly, the Board’s tasking included: comparing
reduction effort with harvest data within
quota periods; investigating pound net and
reduction catch rates to determine if pound
net landings are correlated with the timing
of the reduction fishery; and summarizing
pound net participation over time.

The Board discussed the complexity
of the Draft Addendum II options, partic-
ularly regarding the interaction between
accounting for overage penalties between
years and allowing underharvested quota to
rollover between periods within the same
year. In addition to providing edits to the
problem statement and requesting text to
clarify certain provisions, the Board opted to
establish a Work Group of Board membersto
work with the PDT in further developing the
document. The Work Group and PDT will
consider tasking the TC with investigating
pound net and reduction fishery catch rates,
since the PDT recommended that the TC
would be amore appropriate body to provide
further analysis, if possible. The Board will
review and consider approving the revised
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Draft Addendum for public comment at the
2026 Summer Meeting.

At the 2025 Annual Meeting, the Board
tasked the TC with reviewing information
from NOAA’s Ecosystem Dynamics and
Assessment Branch and Chesapeake Bay
Office, and the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution to evaluate the possible effect
of cold water on the Continental Shelf on
Atlantic menhaden migration and migratory
patterns, particularly in relation to the timing
of osprey arrival, nesting, and breeding. The
Board also tasked the TC with considering
what role water temperature, dissolved ox-
ygen levels, shoreline hardening, and other
environmental
factors play in the local abundance of men-
haden and other forage species in the Ches-
apeake Bay. The TC conducted a literature
review on the key topics identified by the
Board that could serve as a basis for a more
quantitative approach if tasked by the Board.
The TC noted that many factors within a
species’ physical environment will influ-
ence abundance, distribution, and timing
of population events such as spawning and
migration. Additionally, the TC stressed that
the existing datasets may not be sufficient to
fully address the Board’s questions, given
the limited spatial and temporal coverage
of both fishery- dependent and -independent
data. The Board did not provide any further
tasking on this issue.

In October 2025, the Board also tasked
the CESS with looking into how changes in
Atlantic menhaden management could im-
pact jobs within the fishery. There were two
studies identified that address employment
impacts associated with landings changes
in the Atlantic menhaden fishery: Kirkley
et al. 2011 and Whitehead and Harrison
2017. Kirkley et al. assessed the economic
importance of the reduction sector under
alternative harvest scenarios in Chesapeake
Bay, including an approach that allowed for
increasing costs associated with shifting
harvest to coastal waters in response to

reductions in the Chesapeake Bay quota.
The study estimated the reduction sector
supported approximately 519 full- and
part-time jobs in Maryland and Virginia,
including 347 in Northumberland County,
Virginia, associated with total landings of
about 141,000 metric tons (mt), of which
roughly 85,000 mt were harvested from
Chesapeake Bay. Under an extreme scenario
in which no harvest was allowed in the Bay
and effort could not be shifted to coastal wa-
ters, employment losses in Northumberland
County were estimated at up to 176 jobs,
including 98 direct losses in the reduction
sector. The analysis also indicated that a
reduction of 1,000 mt in the Chesapeake Bay
quota corresponded to an estimated loss of
approximately 3.7 total jobs, including 2.1
direct jobs in the reduction sector.

Whitehead and Harrison applied a
similar modeling framework and produced
employment impact estimates consistent
with Kirkley et al. In addition, this study
estimated that employment changes in Nor-
thumberland County scale with output at ap-
proximately one job per $45,000 in landings
(roughly $60,000 in 2026). CESS noted that
estimates should be interpreted cautiously in
a management context. Because the type of
model used (i.e., the Leontief input—output
model) does not account for market ad-
justments or adaptive behavior, they likely
overstate long-term employment effects.
However, both studies note the reduction
industry is a critical sector in the local
economy, and that it may be challenging for
employees to transition to other sectors if
there are job losses. CESS recommends ad-
ditional socioeconomic research to support
menhaden management decisions.

The Board received an update on fund-
ing included in federal appropriations for
Chesapeake Bay menhaden research. The
Commission is developing a Request for
Proposals to evaluate research projects for
funding based on the priority studies iden-
tified in the October 2023 report from the

Virginia Institute of Marine Science.

Finally, the Board elected Nicole
Lengyel Costa of Rhode Island as the Vice
Chair and approved the nomination of Eric
Lorentzen, a Massachusetts seine net fish-
erman, to the Atlantic Menhaden Advisory
Panel.

For more information, please contact
James Boyle, Fishery Management Plan
Coordinator at jboyle@asmfc.org.
Motions

Move to add a no rollover provision to
section 3.2.2.3.

Motion made by Mr. Luisi and second-
ed by Mr. LaFrance. Motion passes (10 in
favor, 5 opposed, 1 null, 2 abstentions).

Move to reconsider the previous mo-
tion.

Motion made by Mr. Grout and second-
ed by Mr. Woodward. Motion passes (13 in
favor, 3 opposed, 2 abstentions)

Move to add a no rollover provision to
section 3.2.2.3.

Motion fails (3 in favor, 13 opposed, 2
abstentions).

Move to form a Work Group of the
Atlantic Menhaden Board to work with the
Plan Development Team on revisions to
Draft Addendum II.

Motion made by Ms. Lengyel-Costa
and seconded by Mr. Clark. Motion passes
(16 in favor, 2 abstentions).

Move to elect Nicole Lengyel-Costa as
Vice-Chair of the Atlantic Menhaden Board.

Motion made by Mr. Haymans and
seconded by Mr. Reid. Motion passes by
unanimous consent

Move to approve the nomination of Eric
Lorentzen from MA to the Atlantic Menha-
den Advisory Panel.

Motion made by Ms. Meserve and
seconded by Mr. Gates. Motion passes by
unanimous consent.

JOINT SESSION OF THE ATLANTIC
AND GULF STATES MARINE FISH-
ERIES COMMISSIONS’ LAW
ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEES

Meeting Summary

The Law Enforcement Committee
(LEC) conducted a joint meeting with the
Gulf State Marine Fisheries Commission
(GSMFC) LEC to review species issues;
Joint Enforcement Agreements; Guidelines
for Resource Managers on the Enforce-
ment of Fishery Management Measures;
the NOAA Field Forensic Program; Court
Authorized Surveillance; enforcement case
studies; and Illegal Unreported and Unreg-
ulated (IUU) fishing enforcement. A closed
session was convened to discuss new and
emerging issues in law enforcement.

Tautog Management Discussion — The
Committee reviewed a proposal from the
State of New York, which requests that
Draft Addendum I include an option to
allow states to use an alternate tag type for
commercially taken tautog due to concerns
regarding damage to fish retained in New
York’s live market fishery. The LEC will
work with staff to monitor this issue closely
and stay informed about the research and
testing conducted by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation
as it works to identify a suitable alternate tag
option. The LEC supports the commercial
tagging program outlined in the FMP and is
open to endorsing an alternative tag, provid-
ed it meets the established requirements of
the program.

Joint Enforcement Agreements (JEA) —
ASAC Bryan Landry from NOAA Office of
Law Enforcement
(NOAA OLE) engaged the Committee in a
discussion concerning the status of the JEA
program.

Funding for the JEA has been included
in the FY2026 budget. The LEC as it sup-
ports the continuation and effectiveness of

Continued on Page 22
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the JEA program.

The LEC reviewed its shared expec-
tations and priorities regarding the JEA
program. The Committee reaffirmed the
commitment of participating states to the
program’s objectives and collaborative
enforcement efforts. Members expressed
hope that NOAA OLE will further enhance
funding for the JEAs in the FY2027 budget,
strengthening the partnership and advancing
fisheries enforcement initiatives.

Guidelines for Resource Managers — At
the request of the GSMFC LEC, ASMFC
staff delivered a comprehensive presenta-
tion of the Guidelines for Resource Man-
agers on the Enforcement of Fishery Man-
agement Measures. Key points included the
document’s evolution, its practical use in
fisheries enforcement, and how it addresses
challenges faced by managers working to
ensure compliance with regulatory frame-
works.

Field Forensic Program — NOAA has
initiated pilot testing of a newly developed
rapid polymerase chain reaction (PCR) de-
vice as a part of its Field Forensic Program.
This technology allows officers to perform
genetic analysis directly in the field, deliv-
ering immediate results and eliminating the
need to send samples to external laborato-
ries. US law prohibits the false labeling of
imported seafood products. Despite this,
visually identifying fish species during port
inspections is often difficult, as physical
characteristics alone may not be sufficient.
In the past, NOAA officers collected genetic
samples and sent them to forensic laborato-
ries for confirmation, a process that could
take weeks and potentially delay the move-
ment of seafood through US ports.

The introduction of rapid PCR technol-
ogy provides enforcement personnel with
the capability to swiftly identify fish species
on-site. This advancement helps officers
collect evidence and investigate seafood
fraud more efficiently. By expediting the
identification process, the device helps pre-
vent illegal seafood products from entering
the US marketplace and strengthens the
effectiveness of port inspection operations.

Court Authorized Surveillance Tech-
niques — Sgt. Jeffrey Turcotte of the Maine
Department of Marine Resources conducted
a presentation on best practices in the use of
court authorized surveillance techniques.
Sgt. Turcotte highlighted successful case
prosecutions from the state of Maine and
the processes used in supporting these cas-
es. This presentation focused on the illegal
deployment of traps in the lobster fishery.

Case Study — Operation Scaled De-
ception — Lt. Patrick Carron from the Mis-
sissippi Department of Marine Resources
(MSDMR) offered a presentation on this
enforcement action as it relates to the fraud-
ulent use of trip tickets in their commercial
fisheries. The presentation detailed a multi-
year investigation into illegal finfish har-
vesting and trafficking between Mississippi
and Alabama, focusing on spotted seatrout
and red drum. The investigation began in
2018 when Alabama Marine Resources
Division (ALMRD) noticed large quantities
of spotted seatrout being sold in Alabama
without proper reporting on Mississippi trip
tickets. Mississippi has strict regulations,
including a total allowable catch for spotted
seatrout, which was exploited by commer-
cial fishermen who sold unreported catches
to a seafood dealer in Alabama.

In 2020, complaints arose about suspi-
ciously high quantities of red drum being
harvested and sold, leading to further inves-
tigations. Authorities discovered fraudulent
reporting, hidden compartments in boats,

and connections between Mississippi and
Alabama fishermen. Cellular data and social
media posts revealed that fishermen were
laundering illegally harvested fish from
Alabama on Mississippi trip tickets.

The investigation, dubbed “Operation
Scaled Deception,” involved collaboration
between MSDMR, ALMRD, and the US
Fish and Wildlife Service. It identified 44
participants in the scheme, resulting in 8
convictions, $21,446 in fines, and the life-
time forfeiture of gill net licenses for one
dealer. The total amount of illegally harvest-
ed finfish was 101,673 pounds, with a retail
value of $1.53 million. Key lessons learned
include the need for better communication
between agencies, the exploitation of reg-
ulatory differences between states, and the
inadequacy of current fines to deter criminal
activity.

Case Study: Operation Atlantis — Cap-
tain Scott Pearce from the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Commission (FWC) offered a
presentation on the false tagging of seafood
products. This presentation discussed illegal
lobster importation, mislabeling practices,
enforcement actions, violations, and legal
proceedings related to Florida fisheries.
The FWC and NOAA investigated Flori-
da-based seafood companies for allegedly
importing massive quantities of Caribbean
lobster, mislabeling them as US origin, and
re-exporting to China. Inspections revealed
violations such as improper reporting, lack
ofnotification, and breaches of spiny lobster
regulations. Federal charges including wire
fraud and conspiracy were brought against
two seafood dealers, highlighting concerns
about reputational harm to American fisher-
men and insufficient government oversight.

IUU - Assistant Commander Game
Warden Les Casterline of Texas Parks and
Wildlife Division (TPWD) offered a presen-
tation on his agency’s effort in enforcement
of IUU fishing. He discussed illegal fishing
activities along the Texas/Mexico border,
enforcement efforts, new initiatives to
combat seafood fraud, and regulations for
seafood import monitoring. The Seafood
Import Monitoring Program (SIMP) is de-
signed to regulate the entry of seafood into
the US. This program tracks the journey of
seafood products from the point of harvest
all the way through to their arrival at US
borders. By monitoring this entire process,
SIMP helps ensure that imported seafood
meets legal requirements and maintains
transparency throughout the supply chain.
SIMP specifically targets thirteen priority
species, all selected due to their vulnerability
to illegal fishing practices and the need for
greater oversight in their trade.

To support lawful harvesting and
production, the program requires compre-
hensive recordkeeping and data collection
for each imported shipment. Importers
must provide detailed documentation that
demonstrates the seafood was harvested and
produced in accordance with established
laws and regulations. This information is
then used to verify compliance and prevent
illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing
from impacting US markets. These enforce-
ment efforts have been in collaboration
with partnered agencies, including TPWD,
NOAA, Customs OFO, USFW, and the
FDA.

For more information, please contact
Kurt Blanchard, LEC Coordinator, at kurt.
blanchard@verizon.net.

HORSESHOE CRAB
MANAGEMENT BOARD
Meeting Summary
The Horseshoe Crab Management
Board met to consider the final report on
the recent stakeholder engagement process

to inform possible changes to the Adaptive
Resource Management (ARM) Framework
and review a summary of state legislation
on horseshoe crab fisheries in Connecticut,
New York, and New Jersey.

The Board received a report on the pro-
cessinitiated in 2026 to review and revise the
Utility, Reward, and Harvest Policy (U/R/H)
functions of the ARM Framework with input
from stakeholders representing bait fisher-
ies, biomedical groups, dealers, ecosystem,
shorebird, and horseshoe crab conservation
groups. Compass Resource Management
was contracted as a third- party facilitator
to design and conduct the stakeholder
engagement process. The purpose was to
elicit stakeholder values and perspectives to
develop clear, actionable recommendations
for revising the U/R/H functions, which are
mathematical functions within the ARM
model that reflect stakeholder priorities and
values related to horseshoe crab harvest,
shorebird populations, and the ecosystem.
Through a series of educational meetings,
an in-person workshop in January 2026,
and input from the Delaware Bay Ecosystem
Technical Committee (DBETC), stakehold-
ers developed recommendations to update
the economic value ratio of male to female
horseshoe crabs in the bait fishery, better rep-
resent stakeholder perspectives on red knot
population goals, and add a precautionary
threshold for zero female harvest if the fe-
male horseshoe crab population in Delaware
Bay falls below 7 million crabs. As a next
step, the Board tasked the ARM Subcommit-
tee with making the recommended changes
to the ARM Model and testing the updated
functions against the existing model. The
DBETC will also review the updates and
report back to the Board at the next meeting.

Staff provided a summary of state leg-
islation related to horseshoe crab bait and
biomedical fisheries in Connecticut, New
York, and New Jersey. New Jersey imple-
mented a moratorium on horseshoe crab bait
harvest in 2008 but allows horseshoe crabs
to be used for biomedical purposes. As of
October 1, 2023, hand harvest of horseshoe
crabs is prohibited in Connecticut, and New
York passed legislation to phase out the com-
mercial and biomedical harvest of horseshoe
crabs by 2029. Some states expressed con-
cern that restricting horseshoe crab harvest
in these states could increase the demand for
harvest from other regions.

For more information, please contact
Caitlin Starks, Senior Fishery Management
Plan Coordinator, at cstarks@asmfc.org.
Motions

No motions made.

COASTAL SHARKS
MANAGEMENT BOARD
Meeting Summary

The Coastal Sharks Management Board
met to consider updates on actions for the
Highly Migratory Species (HMS) Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) relevant to coast-
al sharks; a presentation on changes to the
Convention on the International Trade of
Endangered Species (CITES) and impacts
on smoothhound sharks; and the FMP
Review of the 2024 Fishing Year and state
compliance.

The Board received updates from
NOAA Fisheries on federal rulemaking
for the HMS FMP. A proposed rule was
published January 6, 2026, that considers
revising commercial Atlantic blacknose
shark and recreational Atlantic shark fisher-
ies management measures. This rulemaking
responds to the framework for implement-
ing management measures established
in Amendment 14 and aims to increase
management flexibility and optimize quota
utilization of Atlantic shark commercial and

recreational fisheries. The proposed rule
seeks public input on alternatives related
to blacknose shark management boundaries
and commercial retention limits, Atlantic
shark recreational size limits and retention
limits, and management group quota linkag-
es. The comment period on this action was
extended to May 29, 2026, and a final rule
is expected in late 2026.

The Board received a presentation from
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) on
the recent inclusion of tope sharks and all
smoothhound sharks of the genus Mustelus
to CITES Appendix II. This listing will im-
pact permit requirements for smooth dogfish
exports. Beginning June 5, 2027, exports
and re-exports from the US of smoothhound
sharks, whether alive or dead, and any parts
or derivatives must be accompanied by a
CITES export permit or re-export certificate
issued by the FWS Division of Management
Authority. Imports of smoothhounds into
the US must be accompanied by a CITES
document issued by the country of export or
re-export. Stakeholders are advised to apply
for the necessary permits three to six months
in advance to avoid export delays.

The Board approved the Coastal Sharks
FMP Review for the 2024 fishing year, state
compliance reports, and de minimis status
for Massachusetts. Ben Dyar of South Car-
olina was elected Vice- Chair of the Coastal
Sharks Board.

Lastly, the Board discussed a possible
agenda item for a future meeting that would
include a presentation on a study of land-
based recreational shark fisheries in North
Carolina, as well as state regulations related
to shore-based shark fisheries. For more
information, please contact Caitlin Starks,
Senior Fishery Management Plan Coordi-
nator, at cstarks@asmfc.org.

Motions

Move to approve the Fishery Manage-
ment Plan Review and state compliance for
coastal sharks for the 2024 fishing year, and
approve de minimis status for Massachu-
setts.

Motion made by McKiernan and sec-
onded by Mr. Haymans. Motion approved
by consent.

Move to elect Ben Dyar as Vice-Chair
of the Coastal Sharks Board.

Motion made by Mr. Batsavage and
seconded by Dr. Rhodes. Motion approved
by consent.

ANNUALAWARDS OF EXCELLENCE
ASMFC Honors 2026 Annual Award of
Excellence Recipients

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) is proud to an-
nounce the recipients of its 2026 Annual
Awards of Excellence, recognizing out-
standing contributions to the management,
policy development, enforcement, and
public understanding of Atlantic coastal
fisheries. This year’s honorees represent
excellence across four key areas: fisheries
management and policy, legislative leader-
ship, outreach, and law enforcement.

“These award recipients exemplify
the dedication, expertise, and collaborative
spirit necessary to sustain our nation’s ma-
rine resources,” said ASMFC Chair Daniel
McKiernan of Massachusetts. “Their work
strengthens not only their respective fields,
but also the entire interstate fisheries man-
agement process.”

Management & Policy Award
John Clark — Delaware Division of Fish
and Wildlife (Retired)

John Clark is honored for a distin-
guished career in fisheries management
and policy, marked by more than a decade
of service as Delaware’s Administrative
Commissioner to ASMFC. Since 2011,
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he has played a central role in guiding the
Commission’s work on complex and often
contentious fisheries issues.

Mr. Clark has chaired several key man-
agement boards, including those overseeing
horseshoe crab, Atlantic menhaden, and
American eel fisheries. He is widely respect-
ed for his fairness, efficiency, and ability to
navigate technical and policy challenges
while fostering productive dialogue among
diverse stakeholders.

His contributions to the development
and application of innovative management
tools, such as the horseshoe crab Adaptive
Resource Management Framework model,
have supported the recovery of important
species and provided benefits across ecolog-
ical, commercial, and biomedical sectors.

Prior to his administrative role, Mr.
Clark built a strong foundation as a field
researcherand scientist, contributing signifi- |
cantly to the understanding of fisheries and
invertebrate ecology in Delaware waters.

His career reflects a rare combination of
scientific expertise, policy leadership, and
dedication to public service.

Congressional & Legislative Contribu-
tions Award

Alex Swanson — Legislative Assistant,

Office of U.S. Senator Chris Van Hollen

Alex Swanson is honored for her excep-
tional contributions to advancing fisheries
policy and securing critical federal support
for ASMFC priorities. As a Legislative
Assistant, she has demonstrated a deep un-
derstanding of coastal and marine issues, as
well as the complex intersection of science,
policy, and funding.

In fiscal year 2026, under a highly con-
strained budget environment, Ms. Swanson
played a leading role in securing funding
for key initiatives, including the Chesapeake
Bay menhaden study and an industry-based
trawl survey pilot program. These efforts
will help address longstanding scientific
questions, improve data collection, and sup-
port more effective fisheries management
decisions.

Ms. Swanson’s experience working
in both New England and Mid-Atlantic
congressional offices has provided her with
a broad perspective on interstate fisheries
challenges. Her ability to translate technical
needs into actionable legislative outcomes
has made her an invaluable partner to ASM-
FC and its stakeholders.

Her leadership ensures that the needs
of coastal communities, fisheries managers,
and the scientific community are effectively
represented at the federal level.

Outreach & Advisory Award
Francis “Fran” McParland — New
York State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation

Francis “Fran” McParland is recog-
nized for his innovative and impactful
approach to fisheries outreach and public
engagement. His work has significantly
enhanced public understanding of marine
resource management across New York’s
diverse marine environments, from Long
Island Sound to the Atlantic Ocean and the
Hudson River.

Through the development of creative,
science-based communication strate-
gies—including social media outreach and
in-person engagement—Mr. McParland
has successfully translated complex reg-
ulatory and scientific concepts into acces-
sible and engaging messaging. His efforts
have strengthened public trust in fisheries
management and increased awareness of
conservation priorities.

Mr. McParland regularly engages a
wide range of stakeholders, including rec-
reational and commercial fishing commu-
nities, educators, and youth groups. He has

also organized and participated in hands-on
events such as beach cleanups and envi-
ronmental awareness initiatives, fostering
a culture of stewardship and community
involvement.

In addition to his outreach work, he
has demonstrated leadership within the
professional community, including serving
as President of the New York Chapter of
the American Fisheries Society. His contri-
butions have had a lasting impact on both
public engagement and professional collab-
oration in fisheries management.

Law Enforcement Award
Corporal Vincent “Vinny” Artrip —
Maryland Natural Resources Police

Corporal Vincent “Vinny” Artrip is rec-
ognized for his exceptional leadership and
effectiveness in fisheries law enforcement
along Maryland’s Atlantic coast. Assigned
to one of the region’s most active coastal
districts, Corporal Artrip has demonstrated
extensive expertise in both recreational and
commercial fisheries enforcement, handling
complex cases involving species managed
under overlapping state and federal regula-
tions.

Over the past year, his enforcement
efforts have addressed violations involving
key Atlantic species such as striped bass,
black sea bass, flounder, tautog, as well as
federally managed pelagic species including
bluefin tuna and billfish. His work requires
a high level of technical knowledge and
the ability to navigate evolving regulatory
frameworks.

A deputized officer under the Joint
Enforcement Agreement program, Corporal
Artrip works closely with NOAA Fisheries
and federal enforcement partners to ensure
alignment with national fisheries manage-
ment objectives. He also maintains strong
working relationships with neighboring
state agencies, supporting coordinated
enforcement efforts across jurisdictional
boundaries.

In addition to his operational work,
Corporal Artrip has contributed to regulato-
ry development discussions, assisted with
the transition to federal reporting systems
for highly migratory species, and delivered
training to fellow officers and partner agen-
cies. His efforts have enhanced both compli-
ance and interagency coordination, making
a lasting impact on fisheries enforcement in
the region.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Meeting Summary

The Executive Committee met to dis-
cuss several issues including a review of the
Commission’s FY27 Budget and the Pres-
ident’s FY27 budget request, and receive
updates on legislation, CARES cooperative
agreement, and future annual meeting loca-
tions.

Staff presented the draft Commission’s
FY27 Budget, which was unanimously ap-
proved by the Executive Committee.

The Committee reviewed the Presi-
dent’s FY27 budget request. Funding has
been reduced for a number of ASMFC
budget priorities. Staff and the states will
work to restore federal funding for these
important Atlantic coastal fisheries science
and management priorities.

Staff provided an update on recent leg-
islative activity, including a summary of the
State Boating Act and reauthorization of the
Sport Fish Restoration Act.

Staff provided an update on the CARES
cooperative agreement. The Commission
continues to try to collect funds from those
who received funds deemed ineligible. The
current deadline for the Commission to pay
remaining funds is December 4, 2026.

Lastly, staff provided an update on

future Annual Meeting locations. In 2026,
Rhode Island will host the annual meeting,
November 8-12 at the Viking Hotel in New-
port. In the following years the host states
are: 2027 South Carolina; 2028 Massachu-
setts; 2029 Pennsylvania, 2030 Georgia and
2031 Connecticut.

For more information, please con-
tact Laura Leach, Director of Finance &
Administration, at lleach@asmfc.org or
703.842.0740.

Motions

Move to approve the FY2027 Budget.

Motion made by Mr Cimino and sec-
onded by Mr. Grist. Motion carries without
objection.

SCIAENIDS MANAGEMENT BOARD
Meeting Summary

The Sciaenids Management Board met
to consider Georgia’s and South Carolina’s
red drum management measures proposals
to implement Addendum II; consider North
Carolina’s conservation equivalency pro-
posal for its spot commercial fishery; con-
sider a report from the Sciaenids Board Plan
Review Teams (PRTs) regarding a Board
task to review Board species’ de minimis
provisions; as well as receive updates on the
2026 Atlantic Croaker Benchmark Stock As-
sessmentand the Southeast Area Monitoring
and Assessment Program (SEAMAP).

In October 2025, the Board approved
Addendum II to Amendment 2 to the In-
terstate Fishery Management Plan (FMP)
for Red Drum, which updated red drum
management in response to the 2024 stock
assessment results. The Addendum modi-
fied the fishing mortality (30% spawning po-
tential ratio or F30%) the southern stock will
aim to meet with implemented management
measures. Florida implemented more re-
strictive red drum regulations in September
2022 immediately following the assessment
model time series; these measures are esti-
mated to have achieved the minimum 14.4%
reduction in catch associated with F30%,.
South Carolina and Georgia each submitted
aproposal with a range of regulatory options
which achieve reductions greater than the
14.4% reduction. Based on the least and
most restrictive regulatory options in both
proposals, the southern stock is estimated
to achieve a reduction ranging between
19.6% and 24.2%. The Board approved all
management options in both proposals. The
implementation date for all new measures
is September 1, 2026, which Georgia and
South Carolina have both confirmed they
are on track to achieve.

The Board approved a conservation
equivalency proposal submitted by North
Carolina for its spot commercial fishery.
North Carolina requested an adjustment of
its spot commercial fishing season closure
period from December 10™ through April
4" to January 1* through April 28%. A later
closure period would address comments
North Carolina has received from commer-
cial fishermen in the southern portion of the
state, who have observed peak harvest of
large, adult spot later in the year, coinciding
when the current closure period is starting.
North Carolina’s current spot commercial
fishery closure was first implemented in
2021 following the 2020 triggering of the
spot traffic light analysis, which required
states to implement measures which are es-
timated to achieve a 1% reduction in the pre-
vious 10-year average of spot commercial
harvest. The proposal estimates a closure
from January 1* through April 28" would
achieve a reduction in harvest (6,940 Ibs.)
that would exceed both the plan required
1% reduction (5,126 1bs.) and the estimated
reduction achieved by the current closure
period (5,281 1bs.). Following the process

established in the Commission’s Conser-
vation Equivalency Guiding Document, the
Spot PRT, Technical Committee, Law En-
forcement Committee, and South Atlantic
Advisory Panel all reviewed the proposal
and did not have any concerns.

The Board considered a report from the
Atlantic Croaker, Black Drum, Red Drum,
Spot, and Spotted Seatrout PRTs regarding
a Board task to provide recommendations
on: (1) whether the current 1% threshold
for a state to be considered de minimis is
appropriate and (2) whether there may be
alternate ways to evaluate whether a state
is de minimis. De minimis provisions in
interstate FMPs are meant to reduce the
regulatory burden for states whose mea-
sures would have a negligible effect on the
conservation of a species. In the past 5-10
years, several states have had reoccurring
issues with how de minimis is currently
defined for species such as spot and Atlan-
tic croaker. The PRTs’ report offers several
possible solutions, which either modify the
current definition of de minimis or modify
the de minimis process. The Board did not
move forward with any specific action at
this time but indicated an interest in explor-
ing possible management action following
the release of the results of the Atlantic
Croaker Benchmark Stock Assessment and
Peer Review Report at the ASMFC Annual
Meeting 2026 in November. This way, if the
assessment leads the Board to consider pos-
sible management action, any changes to de
minimis provisions could also be addressed
in the same management document.

The Board received an update on the
2026 Atlantic Croaker Benchmark Stock
Assessment. The Stock Assessment Sub-
committee held an in-person assessment
workshop from March 2-6, 2026. A peer
review workshop is tentatively scheduled
for July 2026. The assessment and peer
review report is scheduled to be presented
to the Board at Annual Meeting. The spot
benchmark assessment will begin once the
Atlantic croaker assessment completes peer
review in July 2026, with the goal to be
peer-reviewed in June 2027 and presented
to the Board at Annual Meeting 2027. Given
this timeline, the Board agreed an updated
traffic light analysis for spot would not need
to be completed in 2026.

The Board received an update on SEA-
MAP, which is a cooperative program for the
collection, management, and dissemination
of fishery-independent data and information
in the southeastern US used to inform fishery
management decisions for fisheries in coast-
al areas. There are three components to the
program: the Gulf, the South Atlantic, and
the Caribbean. Currently, assessments for
several Commission species use SEAMAP
data including red drum (2024), Atlantic
menhaden (2025), and bluefish (2025).
To support the long-term planning for this
program and to improve efficiency and
effectiveness of the surveys, the SEAMAP
committees have put together a strategic
plan for their next funding cycle. The aim
of this document is to summarize the impor-
tance of each survey and outline proposed
enhancements for improvements.

Under other business, several states,
including Virginia, North Carolina, and
Florida, provided an update on cold stun
events which occurred in their waters earlier
this year. Their impact on the population of
species such as spotted seatrout and red drum
is currently unknown but will continue to be
monitored by the states.

For more information, please contact
Tracey Bauer, Fishery Management Plan
Coordinator, at tbauer@asmfc.org.

Continued on Page 24
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Motions

Move to approve South Carolina and
Georgia’srange of optionsin their respective
red drum management proposals to imple-
ment Addendum II.

Motion made by Mr. Woodward and
seconded by Dr. Rhodes. Motion passes by
unanimous consent.

Move to approve North Carolina’s con-
servation equivalency proposal for its spot
commercial season.

Motion made by Mr. Batsavage and
seconded by Mr. Simpson. Motion passes
by unanimous consent.

AMERICAN EEL
MANAGEMENT BOARD

Meeting Summary

The American Eel Management Board
met to consider a report from the Technical
Committee (TC) and Stock Assessment
Subcommittee (SAS) on their evaluation of
Florida’s proposal to discontinue the annual
young-of-year (YOY) survey, review pre-
liminary yellow eel landings for 2025, and
elect a Vice-Chair.

The Board received a report from the
TC and SAS regarding the evaluation of
Florida’s YOY survey. Florida submitted
the proposal in October 2025 and the Board
tasked the TC with evaluating the utility of
continuing the Florida YOY survey and its
contribution to the Commission’s manage-
ment and assessment of the American eel
stock. The TC and SAS reviewed the YOY
survey data and an alternative electrofishing
survey in Florida. They reported that the
FL YOY survey has an unusual methodol-
ogy, has had irregular management of the
lake where it occurs, gives limited signals
for population trends, and is not used for
management. While they concluded that
on its own the Florida survey does not
contribute significantly to the assessment of

the stock, collectively, state eel recruitment
surveys could serve as a warning signal of
stock-wide recruitment failure. The Board
approved an alternative state management
program to exempt Florida from conducting
the YOY survey with the requirement to
continue of the electrofishing survey. The
SAS recommended evaluating the Florida
electrofishing survey and discussing the use
of YOY surveys during the next benchmark
stock assessment process.

The Board reviewed preliminary yel-
low eel landings for the 2025 fishing year to
evaluate them against the coastwide land-
ings cap. Preliminary coastwide landings
in 2025 were 260,348 pounds, excluding
confidential data. This is a 19% decrease
from 2024 and well below the coastwide cap.
Maine provided updates on the 2026 glass
eel fishery and the state’s aquaculture allo-
cation. The 2026 glass eel fishery is ongoing,
but prices and landings are significantly
lower than they have been in recent years. It
is suspected reduced fishing effort in Maine
is due to lower market prices resulting from
decreased demand in the international mar-
ket and greater supply from other sources,
such as, an increase in Canada’s glass eel
quota. Additionally, Maine reported the eel
aquaculture company American Unagi is no
longer in business; therefore, Maine will not
use its 200-pound aquaculture allowance
this year and will not apply for the allowance
for 2027.

Heather Corbett of New Jersey was
elected Vice-Chair of the Eel Board. For
more information, please contact Caitlin
Starks, Senior Fishery Management Plan
Coordinator, at cstarks@asmfc.org.
Motions
Main Motion

Move to approve an alternative man-
agement program to exempt Florida from the
American Eel FMP requirement in section
3.1.1 to conduct an annual young-of-year
abundance survey. Motion made by Ms.

Burgess and seconded by Dr. Rhodes.

Motion to Amend: Move to amend
to add “and require the continuance of the
electrofishing survey.”

Motion made by Mr. Clark and second-
ed by Ms. Kennedy. Motion passes (11 in
favor, 5 opposed, 1 abstention).

Main Motion as Amended

Move to approve an alternative man-
agement program to exempt Florida from the
American Eel FMP requirement in section
3.1.1 to conduct an annual young-of-year
abundance survey and require the continu-
ance of the electrofishing survey.

Motion passes by unanimous consent.

Move to elect Heather Corbett as Vice-
Chair of the American Eel Management
Board.

Motion made by Ms. Zobel and sec-
onded by Mr. Edwards. Motion passes by
unanimous consent.

INTERSTATE FISHERY
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (ISFMP)
POLICY BOARD

Meeting Summary

The ISFMP Policy Board metto receive
reports from the Executive Committee (see
earlier Executive Committee summary),
Habitat Committee, Law Enforcement
Committee (see earlier LEC meeting sum-
mary), and Assessment Science Committee;
review a report from the Declared Interest
and Voting Privileges Work Group (WG);
receive an update on the Recreational Angler
Partnership Improvement Directive (RAP-
ID) initiative; and discuss proposed changes
to the Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood
Watch’s standards for fisheries.

Since last spring, the Commission’s
Executive Committee has discussed issues
related to states declared interests and voting
privileges on species management boards
prompted by several circumstances. Most
notable is the changing distribution of many
species managed by the Commission, which

in turn has resulted in (and is anticipated to
result in additional) interest by states to alter
their participation on species management
boards. The Executive Committee formed
a Work Group (WG) to develop possible
solutions to concerns that the criteria listed
in the Commission’s Rules and Regulations
for states to declare into a fishery are not
specific enough to help guide the Policy
Board in evaluating a declared interest re-
quest. The WG recommended changes to the
criteria, which are meant to add specificity
to the eligibility criteria, clarify valid data
sources, correct for redundant and outdated
language, and better reflect the species and
fisheries under Commission management.
The Board will consider taking action on
modifications to the Rules and Regulations
at the Commission’s Business Session in
August.

As part of this discussion, the Board
also considered a set of Voluntary Voting
Guidelines that provided a set of circum-
stances with an indication of when a state
should consider voting verses abstaining.
Voting privileges can be complex issue. The
ISFMP Charter establishes that all states
withadeclared interestin a fishery are voting
members of the board, eligible to participate
in all board votes. The impetus, in part, for
considering guidelines to voting practices is
a range of philosophies regarding the role
of Commissioners. While all recognize that
Commissioners are selected by their states
to represent their interests and consider the
sustainability of the stocks managed under
the Commission, there are differing views of
the role of Commissioners on their respon-
sibilities that extend beyond their state’s
jurisdiction. During the discussion consid-
ering the guidelines, some Commissioners
expressed that their role is to participate in
the management across the entire Atlantic
coast serving as a trustee for all populations
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White. Leon was thinking of putting one of
his boats, a 23-foot Parker, which is getting
repowered and new canvas, on the market.
He thought, and figured other yards were
feeling the same, that customers were not
spending like they have in the past few years.

One other thing was that with the change
in the administration, the loan that was
awarded them due to the storms two years
ago, had dried up and disappeared. They did
receive funds from the state that was used for
engineering and permits to lift a building on
the waterfront, build a substantial founda-
tion under it and make repairs to the ramp.
They do not have the funds to complete the
project, but they have the groundwork done.
They were thinking of maybe doing some of
the project in-house but were not sure if they
could do it in phases.

On a side note, Leon has been involved
with Lincoln Academy, assisting with boat-
building and maintenance courses. He said,
“We have gotan ABYC, which is actually up
and running. I taught the first trimester last
year and then this year one of their instruc-
tors taught it. They are not taking the test at
the end of the year and getting certified yet,
but they are getting there. There is a lot of
interest in the class. So, it is going well.

“Those kids are getting a broad over-
view of what we do,” explained Leon.
“They are getting some work on inboard
diesel, outboards, I/Os, drivetrain, a little

bit of transmission, how lights are wired,
seacocks, plumbing systems, and things like
that. If you took the system certification,
the electrical certification and then added
engine, and maybe even the ABYC gas and
inboards, that is what they are teaching at the
high school level. I want to see it expanded
to an all-year program. Definitely we have
to beef up that curriculum a bit to make that
happen, but it is doable. I’'m probably going
to go back next year and teach.”

Portland Pudgy
Biddeford

For those that head down Route 1 south
of Biddeford proper, you will see on the
left side a building with a couple of small
dinghies out on the lawn. This is Portland
Pudgy, a great 7-foot 6-inch recreational
dinghy produced in several colours.

They build this boat with a roto-mould
using polyethylene, which makes them
almost indestructible. They can be used in a
wide variety of situations. It can be rowed,
sailed, or motored. A number of long-dis-
tance cruisers love them as they are seawor-
thy and do not take up much deck space. The
designer was a pretty avid sailor and saw the
need for a lifeboat dinghy combination that
had this kind of durability to it.

They are looking at options for different
sizes, maybe even a different hull design.

If they work well on the Maine coast,
which is covered with numerous jagged
rocks, they will work well pretty much any-

June 2026 MAINE COASTAL NEWS Page 25.

Boat And Ship Yard News

where. They like to say it’s like the compact
car market. A lot of people like big trucks and
a lot of people like compact cars and that’s
our market.

Riverside Boat
Newcastle, ME

There are several yards on the coast of
Maine that will take you back in time. This
yard still uses a railway, and nearly all their
70 boats are wooden with the exception of
just five.

The winters are always busy. This
winter they brought in a Valentine, design
by Creston Bryant, which is a 15-foot sail-
boat. She has a carvel planked bottom and
lapstrake topsides. She received a new stem,
new forefoot, and chine ends. The bottom
strake on the topsides was replaced halfway
back and all new bottom planking. Then she
was given a paint job.

There is a 22-foot launch in another
shed that has received a new stem, new stem
knee, new forward end of the keel and now
is getting planked back up.

The Concordia yawl outside has some
issues and before going over they will re-
place a couple of planks and then recaulked.

There is a 22-foot launch in need of a
couple of new garboards and a Rhodes 36
needs one plank before she can be launched.

The 21-foot Striper got its moulds,
ribbons and frames put together this winter
and is about halfway plank up. She has an
owner, but he will not see her launched this
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of fish managed by the Commission, while
other Commissioners expressed their role
is to advocate and support their state fish-
eries, in concert with other states, but not
as a coastwide manager. The Board did not
approve the guidelines at this time.

The Habitat Committee Chair presented
information on the Committee’s on past and
ongoing activities. The Habitat Committee
is seeking Board feedback to better under-
stand priority habitat issues, information
needs, and communication preferences to
best serve the needs of the member states.
Board members will be sent a survey in the
next weeks to gather Board input.

The Legislative and Governor Appoin-
tee Commissioners met earlier in the week
and elected new leadership. The group also
briefly discussed their role in potentially
reducing the politicization of fishery man-
agement decisions. The new leadership
requested the Commission Chair work with
staff to revise the Commission Rules and
Regulations to establish the group as a com-
mittee. The Board agreed to work towards
this end.

Preparations for the cobia and Atlantic
sturgeon benchmark stock assessments have
begun. Atlantic sturgeon has two upcom-
ing workshops this year and the deadline
for anyone to submit data is July 1. The
assessment is scheduled for peer review in
2028. Cobia recently had a successful data
workshop and is scheduled for peer review
in 2027. Lastly, it was noted the Tautog
Management Board requested the next
benchmark be moved from 2029 to 2028.
The Assessment Science Committee will
review the assessment schedule and provide
options for the Policy Board to consider in
August.

In April 2026, NOAA Fisheries intro-
duced RAPID as a core component of its
updated National Saltwater Recreational
Fisheries Policy. RAPID is designed to mod-
ernize the way saltwater recreational fishing
data are collected and managed by trans-
forming the existing Marine Recreational

Information Program. It aims to increase
data precision, credibility, and accessibility.
For example, NOAA Fisheries has pro-
vided a significant increase in funding for
state-level data collection and sampling.
NOAA will be utilizing regional workshops
and collaborations with the states, Com-
missions and Councils to actively engage
stakeholders and the fishing community in
the process.

The Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood
Watch’s Standard for fisheries provides a
systemto review wild-caught fishing against
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s definition of
sustainable fishing. Each fishery is reviewed
using four main areas—from the health of
targeted and accidentally caught species to
management and ecosystem effects. Staff
reviewed what is likely the most conse-
quential proposed changes, such as stricter
green threshold for stock status, tightened
rebuilding stock thresholds, the ability
of discard rates to flip a color rating, and
harsher treatment of data-poor fisheries, and
how these changes could meaningfully shift
the ratings of dozens of fisheries currently
sitting at or near the green/yellow or yel-
low/red boundaries. Staff also reviewed the
structural and clarification changes which
are largely housekeeping. Several states in-
dicated their state intends to send comment.
The Board agreed to also send comments.
Board members will send staff issues they
would like addressed in the comment letter
and staff will work with Commission lead-
ership to finalize the letter.

Motions

Move to start the process to change the
declared interest section of the rules and
regulations.

Motion made by Mr. Clark and second-
ed by Mr. Borden. Motion passes with no
objections.

Move to accept the voluntary guidance
for voting that’s in the document for sections
1-5.

Motion made by Mr. Hyatt and sec-
onded by Mr. Gary. Motion fails (5, 11, 1
abstention, 1 null).

Move to task the Commission Chair,

under Article IV Section 4 of the Rules and
Regulations to formally establish the Legis-
lative and Governor Appointee (and proxies)
Sections as a Committee. Motion made by
Mr. Reid and seconded by Mr. Grist. Motion
passes by unanimous consent.

COMMISSION BUSINESS SESSION
Meeting Summary

The Commission Business Session met
to review changes to Goal 1 of the 2026
Action Plan. Specifically, tasks related to
summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, and
bluefish were modified to reflect actions that
have been taken with the Mid-Atlantic Fish-
ery Management Council (Council) over
the past few months. First, the Recreational
Sector Amendment for all four species will
not be completed in 2026 in order to allow
for a stakeholder workshop to occur this
fall. For scup, an addendum may need to
be initiated depending on the outcome of a
Council framework that considers options
to increase management flexibility during
the commercial scup Winter [ quota period.
Lastly, the Commission and Council will
conduct a comprehensive technical review
of confidence interval methods used in the
Percent Change Approach for setting recre-
ational measures for summer flounder, scup,
and black sea bass. The Percent Change
Approach is used to establish recreational
management measures— including bag, size,
and season limits — by comparing expected
harvest to the average recreational harvest
limit. A critical component of this process
is the application of a confidence interval
around harvest estimates, which determines
the required level of change in management
measures. The Commission approved the re-
visions to the 2026 Action Plan. The revised
Plan can be found here.

For more information, please contact
Toni Kerns, Fisheries Policy Director, at
tkerns@asmfc.org.

Motions

Move to approve the revised 2026 Ac-
tion Plan.

Motion made by Mr. Clark and second-
ed by Mr. Grist. Motion passes by consent.

year.

Other work included a flagpole for one
of their dock customers and a runway for
another.

Southern Maine Marine Service
Arundel

If you have been travelling Route 1
south of Biddeford, you should have noticed
amajor construction project underway here.

In August last year, the owner of Ken-
nebunkport Marina purchased this company.
They explained, “We outgrew our spot in
Biddeford, and we were looking at another
piece of land in Kennebunk for boat storage.
Before we pulled the trigger on that, I talked
to the owner here and just said, “We are get-
ting ready to do another project. We talked
about this the last time we did a project, and
you weren’t ready to sell. Before I pull the
trigger on this other property, do you have
any interest?’ At first, it was a no, and then
a week later a maybe and then it was yes.
We talked about numbers and timelines and
came up with something that worked for
both of us. This gave us the room to grow,
and it will let us bring our service business
here and a lot of our storage business. Right
now, we are just finishing up a new shop and
then we will have a storage unit going up.”

The new shop was started last Novem-
berand is 6,000 square feet with a mezzanine
break room for the employees. This will
likely be finished mid-May.

The front of the main building will
remain a showroom. In the rear was a work
bay and this will be used for parts and offices.

This property had been sub-divided
and now it is back to one lot. They will be
building a 30,000-square foot heated storage
building. They have been blasting rock and
as soon as the groundwork is completed,
they will pour the concrete for the building.
This will be a big addition to the two 12,000
square-foot cold storage buildings. One of
these has already been turned into heated
storage with plans to convert the other soon.

They are a Mercury dealer and are
full-service dealers for Yamaha and Suzuki.
They do not have a boat line, but this may
change in the near future. Their Wells store
is a Suzuki dealership down at Webhannet
River Boat Yard.

They are looking to service the area
boaters between the Saco River and Wells
better and making these changes certainly
shows their commitment.

Yankee Marina
Yarmouth

There has been a lot going on here this
winter. One of the major projects was on a
Crowley Beal 36, formerly a lobster boat,
which they put an interior in. They had to do
alot of ripping apart to make sure everything
was still bonded to the hull. The first year
they replaced the balsa core decks, which
were totally gone. Last year they cut the hard
top back and painted her.

For other projects: an Ericsson 35 was
in to have her electrical system upgraded; a
Defever 49 was in for extensive shaft work,
which included pulling the stuffing boxes,
milling them down, installing Tide Marine
seals and then aligning the shaft; a 53-foot
Stevens sailboat had her air conditioning and
Victron battery monitoring system replaced;
a Maine Cat was in to remove her electric
drive system and installed Yamaha out-
boards; and a full restoration on a Aquasport
26.

The paint bay has been busy all win-
ter. They have painted a Grady White,
Aquasport, Mako, High Seas, Hinterhoeller,
J-boat and a Hunt cold moulded powerboat.


https://www.seafoodwatch.org/recommendations/our-standards/standard-for-fisheries
https://www.seafoodwatch.org/recommendations/our-standards/standard-for-fisheries
https://asmfc.org/resources/2026-action-plan-2/
mailto:tkerns@asmfc.org
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measures in the western Atlantic have
created a vital haven, contributing to the
recovery of bluefin tuna.
April 21, 2026

An international team of scientists
deployed electronic tags on bluefin tunas
across three decades to investigate stock
movement between the eastern and western
Atlantic. They also examined catch data
dating back to 1950 to better understand the
proportion of removals among regions.

The study was published in the Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of Sciences.

Atlantic bluefin tuna is a highly coveted
species, managed as two stocks by the Inter-
national Commission for the Conservation
of Atlantic Tunas. The western stock is har-
vested by the United States, Mexico, Japan,
and Canada. The eastern stock is targeted
by many countries across the Mediterranean
basin and eastern Atlantic. ICCAT divides
management of these two stocks at the 45°W
meridian, setting separate catch limits and
management measures for each stock.

Tagging Data: Following the Food

The scientists deployed tags on 1,720
bluefin tuna from 1996 to 2025. Tag data
provides information on where and when
fish migrate, where they feed, ideal environ-
mental conditions, and when fish enter and
leave known spawning areas. They also in-
form fisheries stock estimates by providing
measures of natural and fisheries mortality.

Data collected from the tags confirm
trans-Atlantic migration and stock mixing—
most frequently in the east to west direction.
The results show that many bluefin tuna
move from eastern Atlantic and Mediter-
ranean waters to the western Atlantic to
forage and grow. These fish often remain in
the west for several years before returning
to the Mediterranean Sea or spawning in
the Slope Sea. Tagging also demonstrated
that adult fish tagged in U.S. and Canadian
waters move back to the Mediterranean Sea
to spawn and often return the following year
to the western Atlantic to forage along the
U.S. eastern seaboard. Importantly, bluefin
tuna that originated in the western Atlantic,
however, tend to stay west of the 45°W
management line.

Why the great migration? Tuna are like-
ly heading west to find and feed on vital prey
such as Atlantic mackerel, Atlantic herring,
and menhaden, which are abundant in U.S.
and Canadian waters.

A Deep Dive into the Catch Data

The team also analyzed regional catch
data dating back to 1950 to better understand
the proportion of removals among regions.
The data show a dramatic difference in fish-
ing pressure: 55 percent of the total catch
was caught in the Mediterranean Sea (BF59
in the figure); 17 percent in the eastern cen-
tral Atlantic (BF57 and BF58); 17 percent in
the northeastern Atlantic (BF53 and BF54);
and 11 percent in the entire West Atlantic
(all regions west of 45°W).

In the past 30 years, the disparity has
become even more extreme; the Mediterra-
nean now makes up 72 percent of the catch
across the entire Atlantic.

The scientists determined that bluefin
tuna from the eastern Atlantic experienced
much higher fishing mortality when in the
east compared to the west or north. This in-
dicates that migrating to the West and North
Atlantic offered eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna
safety from high harvest levels.

The majority of Atlantic bluefin tuna are
captured by purse seines in the Mediterra-
nean where the fish are more vulnerable to
fishing. Historically, these catches targeted
age one and two fish, harvesting them before
they can reach the size and age when they
exit the Mediterranean on feeding migra-
tions. This restricted the ability of the pop-
ulation to access productive Atlantic waters.

In the last 30 years, Mediterranean
fisheries have increased pressure on the
population—particularly with the rise of
capture-based aquaculture that targets more
mature bluefin tuna. Catches during the
1990s and 2000s ramped up substantially,
peaking at 60,000 tons in 2007—mnearly
double the scientific recommendations at
the time. In 2010, after global concerns for
the state of the stock, ICCAT implemented
substantial cuts in quotas, as well as binding
conservation and management measures.

In contrast, for more than 45 years,
western catches have followed binding total
allowable catch limits—typically a tenth of
the eastern limits. They have had strong con-
servation measures including prohibitions
on targeted fishing in the Gulf of America.

Bottom Line: Bluefin Tuna Conserva-
tion Measures Work

The major conservation and manage-
ment measures taken by ICCAT, combined
with shifting catches to larger fish, result-
ed in a dramatic turnaround of the stock.
Reducing fishing mortality to sustainable
levels allowed several year classes of fish to
survive, grow, and leave the Mediterranean
to seek the productive feeding grounds of

the North Atlantic. This escapement from
the Mediterranean spawning areas to wider
Atlantic waters with stricter harvest mea-
sures allows bluefin to live longer, grow
larger, and contribute more offspring to the
population. This emphasizes the importance
of managing fishing mortality in areas of
high vulnerability such as spawning aggre-
gations.

John Walter, deputy director of science
and council services at the NOAA Southeast
Fisheries Science Center, and co-author
on the study summarized, “It really is an
international success story—we have thriv-
ing fisheries throughout the Atlantic and a
return of the fish to many areas where they
had not been observed in many years. The
key to this rebound may be surprisingly
simple—allow a fish restricted to spawn in
a narrow environmental niche but evolved
to seek productivity anywhere in the ocean,
to do just that.”

Whether the current Atlantic bluefin
fishery total allowable catch remains sus-
tainable in the face of a rapidly changing
ocean and increasing human demand re-
mains uncertain. What is certain is the return
on investment for state-of-the-art science.

U.S. anglers have been frustrated in
recent years by strict harvest measures for
bluefin, but the science confirms these lim-
its are effective. Our conservation efforts
are having huge impacts—not just for the
United States, but across the Atlantic. An-
ecdotal evidence supports this, with anglers
along the U.S. East Coast catching more and
larger bluefin than in the past 30 years. The
stock recovery is such that ICCAT adopted
a higher total allowable catch for the west-
ern stock. NOAA Fisheries is working on
rulemaking to implement the corresponding
U.S. quota increase in 2026.

By the Numbers: 2026 North Atlantic
Right Whale Calving Season
The 2026 North Atlantic right whale
calving season has come to a close in the
southeast United States.
April 30,2026
Southeast
Each fall, some North Atlantic right

whales travel more than 1,000 miles from
their Northeast feeding grounds to the
shallow, coastal waters of their Southeast
calving grounds. During this time, mid-
November to mid-April, right whales can be
seen off of North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, and Florida where residents
eagerly await their southern migration.

Nautical & General Books For Sale

20% off until 1 April, Dealer 699 and MCN-1

Wiscasset Antiqu

536 Bath Road, Route 1, Wiscasset

Not just a great collection of nautical books, but also nautical prints by Maine Coastal News and the Penobscot
Marine Museum. Also, books on various subjects on first floor to right. The Wiscasset Antiques Mall has a wide
variety of dealers offering books on all subjects, antique furniture, art work, tools and music.

Open seven days a week - Hours 9 AM to S PM

Members of the public can play a vital
role in conservation by reporting sightings
to NOAA Fisheries and partner agencies.
These public reports add to data research-
ers collect during aerial and vessel surveys
which contribute to updated right whale
population and calving season numbers.
2026 Right Whale Calving Season
Numbers

The North Atlantic right whale is an en-
dangered large whale species, making every
female right whale and calf important to the
species’ recovery. Twenty-three calves were
born during the 2026 right whale calving
season—the highest number since 2009. Of
the 23 mom-calf pairs identified this season,
20 of these were returning moms. Thirteen
of these returning moms last had calves in
the 2021 or 2022 seasons, marking a shorter
interval between births than the recent
average of 7 to 10 years. This is closer to the
normal or healthy interval of 3 to 4 years.

There were approximately 500 sight-
ings of 129 right whales in the Southeast
during the 2026 calving season. These sight-
ings came from aerial and vessel surveys,
members of the public, the volunteer sight-
ing network, military vessels, and dredging
operations. They included: 23 moms; 23
new calves; 20 adult females (without
calves); 39 adult males; and 24 juveniles
and yearlings.

The individual whales that researchers
preliminarily identified in the Southeast in-
cluded more than a quarter of the right whale
population (excluding new calves). This is a
29 percent increase compared to last year’s
calving season. Seeing such a large portion
of the population in the calving grounds
suggests reproductive health is improving,
potentially moving the species toward more
positive recovery trends.

One mom-calf pair was sighted in the
Gulf of America, away from their standard
South Atlantic calving grounds. The mom,
named “Millipede,” and her calf were seen
in the Gulf during January and February
2026. The last confirmed sighting was just
south of the Key West National Wildlife
Refuge on February 4, 2026. This is only the
sixth time right whales have been detected
in the Gulf since 2000.

2026 Right Whale Calving Season Field
Effort Stats

The NOAA Fisheries Southeast Re-
gional Office monitors the calving season
each year with the help of our partners,
both at sea and in the sky. Aerial and vessel
surveys are critical for species recovery
because they provide the primary scientific
data needed to estimate population abun-
dance, distribution, and health.

ZERO EMISSION | QUIET | ODOR FREE

Maine Electric Boat Co.

Serving New England’s
All-Electric market
at Rumery’s Boat Yard
on the Saco River

| ECONOMICAL | QUIET | FAST

Purchase & Rentals
Conversions &
Installations

Rumery’s Boat Yard
(207) 283-0607
www.MaineElectricBoat.com

| RELIABLE | FAST
NOISSIWI O¥3Z | 1Sv4 | IvIINONOD3 | 31gvinay | LN3IDI443 |

LN3ID1443 | 3394 yoao | 13ind |


https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2535185123
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/about/southeast-fisheries-science-center
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/about/southeast-fisheries-science-center
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/north-atlantic-right-whale
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/north-atlantic-right-whale
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/map/north-atlantic-right-whale-sightings
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUbg_bUATIX/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUbg_bUATIX/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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percentage of the value of the daily catch,
not an hourly wage. Hire, pay, and supervise
their own assistants, if there are any; AND
Be able to work for other clients/customers,
even if they choose not to.

A crewman can work for other captains
or vessels if and when they want.

The independent contractor must also
have at least THREE of these characteris-
tics: Substantive investment in the facilities,
tools, instruments, materials and knowledge
needed to do the work; A crewman has their
own oilskins, boots, and/or other gear need-
ed to do the work. No limitation to work
exclusively for the other individual or entity;
A crewman can work for other captains or
vessels if and when they want. Responsibil-
ity for satisfactory completion of the work
and failure to complete the work; A crewman
given the task of banding the lobsters works
with minimal supervision to get the job done
in the time required. Contract that defines
the relationship and provides rights in the
event the contract is terminated before the
work is done; This would be very unusual
with youth working for a captain/vessel.
Payment based on factors directly related
to the work performed and not solely the
time worked; A crewman is paid based on
the value of the daily catch, not an hourly

wage. Work performed is outside the usual
course of business for which the service is
performed; This would be very unusual with
youth working for a captain/vessel.
OR Determination that the person is an in-
dependent contractor by the federal Internal
Revenue Service. This would be very unusu-
al with youth working for a captain/vessel.
Any questions contact the MDOL
Bureau of Labor Standards at bls.mdol@
maine.gov for more information.

Body of Sea Kayaker Recovered by
Marine Patrol

May 5, 2026

LITTLE DEER ISLE — The Maine Marine
Patrol has recovered the body of Jeffery B.
Eaton, 55 of Albuquerque, New Mexico
from the waters near the Deer Isle Bridge.
Mr. Eaton was reported missing this morn-
ing at approximately 10:30 a.m. by family
members who witnessed him overturn his
kayak shortly after he launched from the
shore near the end of Wiegand Place on
Little Deer Isle. Marine Patrol along with
members of the Maine State Police/Maine
Marine Patrol Underwater Recovery Team,
the Maine Marine Patrol aircraft, and the
US Coast Guard responded. His body was
located by the Marine Patrol pilot at 1:45
p-m. and recovered by Marine Patrol Offi-
cers approximately 2 mile west of Wiegand

1923 Cape Cod Power Dory
22’ LOA 6’-6” Beam 2’ Draft. Disp 1500 Ibs app.

-

Substantially rebuilt 2012 and

mostly stored in gravel floored shed
since. 13 HP Volvo MD7A diesel gives 5.8 kt cruise Includes new
spray hood and good trailer not shown in photo.
Asking $9,500 call 207-776-8517

Lobster Co-Op Manager

Corea Lobster Co-Operative is seeking a full-time
Manager to oversee the daily operations of the Co-Op.

Responsibilities include the purchasing & marketing of lobster and
crabs, the purchasing of herring & other types of bait, the hiring
& supervision of dockworkers, the maintenance and upkeep of

buildings and equipment, ordering inventory, daily record keeping
of all live product, fuel and bait purchased and sold, loading &

unloading trucks, presenting monthly reports to the Board of
Directors and any other duties that may be associated with the
overall operation of the Co-Op.
Salary will be based on experience. Health insurance included
along with a manager bonus to accrue after a six-month
probationary period.

To apply, please send resume to:
Corea Lobster Co-Op
PO Box 99, Corea, ME 04624 or
email to corealobster1970@gmail.com
Resumes will be accepted through June 15, 2026.
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News from the Department of Marine Resources

Place. According to Marine Patrol, he was
not wearing a life jacket or a wet suit. His
family has been notified, and his body has
been transferred to a local funeral home.

Maine Elver Harvest Reported Through
2 AM on 5/9/2026

DMR

e Pounds Reported - 4,637.50

e  Overall Quota - 7,566

e Remaining Quota - 2,928.50
MALISEET

e Pounds Reported - 21.85

e  Overall Quota - 107

e Remaining Quota - 85.15
MICMAC

e Pounds Reported - 26.52

e Overall Quota - 39

e Remaining Quota - 12.48
PASSAMAQUODDY

e Pounds Reported - 1,233.19

e  Overall Quota - 1,300.78

e Remaining Quota - 67.59
PENOBSCOT

e Pounds Reported - 217.67

e Overall Quota - 620

e Remaining Quota - 402.34

Dealers reported buying a total of

6,136.727 pounds out of 9,632.78 available

pounds with a reported value of $1,914,888
for average price per pound of $312.
Jurisdictions with no landings listed
either have no reported landings or their
landings are currently confidential.
All12026 data are extremely preliminary
and subject to change without notice.

WANTED

MARITIME BOOKS,
MAGAZINES,
DOCUMENTS
POSTCARDS

and
PHOTOGRAPHS

Maine Coastal News
P.O. Box 710

Winterport, Maine 04496
(207) 223-8846

30' Tahiti Ketch Liveaboard Sailboat
NEW PRICE! $14,000

“FOR SALE

Slipper 17 Sailboat, Gal. trailer, 5-hp
Honda O/B 4 stroke, $3,500

Piper Marine - Allen Strout, Broker
(207) 200-6977

histooks.com

BATH INDUSTRIAL SALES

DISCOUNT POWER TOOLS
CORDED POWER TOOLS
CORDLESS POWER TOOLS
FUELED POWER TOOLS
PNEUMATIC POWER TOOLS
FASTENERS
HAND TOOLS
MATERIAL HANDLING
POWER TOOL ACCESSORIES
SAFETY SUPPLIES
WELDING SUPPLIES

Bath Industrial Sales
o6 New Meadows Rd
West Bath ME 04530
(207)443-9754 www.bistools.com



mailto:bls.mdol@maine.gov
mailto:bls.mdol@maine.gov
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CLASSIFIED

R
-
17> SCOUT 175 SPORT DORADO,
2022. With Yamaha FOOLB with 31
Hours & 2022 Venture Trailer. Shark
Gray Hull Color, Trolling Motor Plug,
Bow Cushion, Bimini Top, Garmin 74
GPS & VHF Radio. $37,000 - Call or
stop in for more details — Casco Bay
Yacht Sales — Freeport, Maine — 207-
865-4103; cascobayyacht.com

17°2018 Sportsman Island Reef 17 w/
Yamaha F90 Outboard — 404 Hours,
2018 Single Axle Trailer, Bimini Top
& GPS. Very Clean, Asking $22,000 —
Call or stop by for more details — Casco
Bay Yacht Sales, Freeport Maine, 207-
865-4103; cascobayyacht.com

18 2026 Scout 188 Sportfish w/
Yamaha F115LB, New Venture Single
Axle Trailer, Alpine Gray Hull,
Console Cover, Trim Tabs, Dual
Integrated Swim Platforms, Bimini
Top & Much More - Call or stop by
for more details — Casco Bay Yacht
Sales, Freeport Maine, 207-865-4103;
cascobayyacht.com

Marine MoDELS

19’ 2026 Scout 195 Sportfish w/
Yamaha F115XB, New Venture Single
Axle Trailer, Fusion Bluetooth Stereo,
Console Cover, Powder Coated T-Top
& Much More - Call or stop by for
more details — Casco Bay Yacht
Sales, Freeport Maine, 207-865-4103;
cascobayyacht.com

20’ 2005 Boston Whaler 205 Eastport
w/ Mercury Optimax 150hp Outboard
— 275 Hours, 2006 Tandem Axle
Trailer, GPS & Livewell. Asking
$25,000 - Call or stop by for more
details — Casco Bay Yacht Sales,
Freeport Maine, 207-865-4103;
cascobayyacht.com

21’ 2026 Scout 15 XSF w/ Yamaha
F150XC, New Venture Tandem Axle
Trailer, Midnight Blue Hull, Powder
Coated T-Top, Removable Teak Bow
Table & Much More! Call or stop by
for more details — Casco Bay Yacht
Sales, Freeport Maine, 207-865-4103;
cascobayyacht.com

207-785-2228

JEROME A MORRIS
PO Box 517, Union, Maine 04862
jeromemorris62@gmail.com

207-380-9249

Restorations, Repairs & New Builds

23’2021 Scout 235 Dorado w/ Yamaha
F300UCA Outboard, Black Hull,
Garmin GPS, Garmin VHF Radio,
Fiberglass Hardtop, Bow Cover,
Electric Head & Much More — Very
Clean — Asking $97,500 -

Call or stop by for more details — Casco
Bay Yacht Sales, Freeport Maine, 207-
865-4103; cascobayyacht.com

23’ 2020 Steiger Craft 23 Miami w/
Yamaha F200XCA Outboard — 64
Hours, 2020 Venture Tandem Axle
Trailer, VHF Radio & Garmin GPS.
Asking $92,000 - Call or stop by for
more details — Casco Bay Yacht Sales,
Freeport Maine, 207-865-4103.

24> GRADY WHITE OFFSHORE,
1987. 200 hp Yamaha 2-stroke, 90
gal fuel tank, renewed 2017. 2 battery
system, loads of equipment, dodger.
Asking $6,000. May be seen at Ring’s
Marine Service. South Freeport (207)
865-6143.

24> LUND GENMAR 2450, 1991.
Complete with galvanized trailer and
Evinride 8 hp kicker. Mercruiser 5.7L
outdrive. Fresh water use only. Fuel
tank 96 gal. Cuddy cabin with full
cushions for two, sink, hand pump,
space for porti potty, fresh water
tank. 2 down riggers and misc. tackle.
Upgrade: Complete replacement of
the main deck plywood 2024. Asking
$12,000. May be seen at Ring’s
Marine Service. South Freeport (207)
865-6143.

24’STINGRAY, 1998. WithMercruiser
outdrive, galvanized trailer. Lots of
equipment. Set up for 2 berths, space
for porti potty. Asking $5,000. May be
seen at Ring’s Marine Service. South
Freeport (207) 865-6143.

ROLLINS BOAT SHOP
2 Scotland Bridge Road
York, Maine 03909
New construction &

Overhauls.

(207) 351-7609
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Used Outboats for Sale
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6 hp '12 Suzuki. 15"shaft.

250 hp '04 Yamaha. 25"

3.5 hp '19 Evinrude. 15" shaft.

20 hp '87 Mercury. 20" shaft.

25 hp 20 Evinrude E-tec. 20" shaft.
30 hp '19 Evinrude E-tec. 20" shaft.
90 hp '09 Evinrude E-tec. 25"shatft.
135 hp '07 Mercury. 25" shaft.

150 hp '08 Suzuki. 25" shatft.

MinnKota Ultrex Mounted Tolling Motor $3,100

$650
$895
$495
1,995
$3,500
$3,500
$3,500
$3,500
$7,500

207-729-3303

163 Orion Street, Brunswick, Maine
www.bamforthmarine.com

EXHAUST
BLANKETS

INFAB

SPECIALTY MARINE
FABRICATOR

(207) 786-0004
Maine Made
Lewiston, ME

www.infabrefractories.com

Soundown Distributor

At TR

24> SCOUT 240 XSF, 2025. With
Yamaha F300XSB — DES Outboard.
Shark Gray Full Hull Color Upgrade,
Garmin 8610XSV, Garmin VHF 315
Radio, Rocket Launchers, Hardtop
T-Bag, Battery Charger, Fresh Water
Washdown, Diaphragm Overboard
Discharge Pump, Self-Contained
Porcelain Head, Seadeck Helm
Footrest and Helm Pad, Upgraded
Leaning Post w/ Tackle Station,
Folding Helm Chairs & Igloo Cooler —
New Venture Tandem Axle Aluminum
Trailer Available. Sale Price $140,000.
Call or stop by for more details — Casco
Bay Yacht Sales — Freeport, Maine —
207-865-4103; cascobayyacht.com
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24> SCOUT 240 Dorado, 2025.
With Yamaha F300XSB & New
Venture Trailer. Garmin 1243 XSV
& GTI12M Transducer, Fiberglass
Hardtop, Wireless Active Mount
Phone Charger, Diaphragm Overboard
Discharge & much more! Sale Price
$169,000. Call or stop in for more
details Casco Bay Yacht Sales, 207-
865-4103; cascobayyacht.com

=

26’ SCOUT 260 LXF, 2025. With
Dual Yamaha F200XSA — DES —
White Outboards. Shark Gray Full
Hull Color Upgrade w/ Painted White
Accent Stripe, (2) Garmin 1243XSV,
GMR 18XHD Marine Radar, Garmin
VHF 315 Radio, Bianca Cushion
Package Upgrade, Battery Charger,
Rocket Launchers, Lumitec Light
Bar, Windshield Wiper, Diaphragm
Overboard Discharge & Electric
Head Upgrade. - Call or stop by for
more details — Casco Bay Yacht Sales
— Freeport, Maine — 207-865-4103;
cascobayyacht.com

27 SCOUT 277 DORADO, 2022.
With Dual Yamaha F200XCA White
Outboards — Only 182 Hours! Black
Full Hull Color, Garmin 8612XSV,
Garmin VHF 315 Radio, Optimus EPS
Steering, Cayenne Cushion Package,
Hardtop Full Enclosure & Drop
Curtain, Rocket Launchers — Clean &
Loaded. $199,000 - Call or stop by for
more details — Casco Bay Yacht Sales
— Freeport, Maine — 207-865-4103;
cascobayyacht.com

32’2004 Boston Whaler 320 Outrage
w/ Dual Mercury XXL Saltwater
Series 225hp Outboards, 2004 Tri-
Axle Trailer, (2) Garmin GPS, Garmin
XHD Radar, VHF Radio & Much
More — Asking $79,000 - Call or stop
by for more details — Casco Bay Yacht
Sales, Freeport Maine, 207-865-4103;
cascobayyacht.com

SAIL

22’ HUNTER SLOOP, 1985. Red hull
with wood trim, 9.9 Johnson outboard,
main, working jib, some equipment.
Asking $995. May be seen at Ring’s
Marine Service. South Freeport (207)
865-6143.

CAPE DORY 25 D MARK II, 1982.
Yanmar diesel, fully found on a
galvanized trailer. Main, working
jib, furling genoa. Sleeps 4. Make
appointment to see. Ring’s Marine
Service. S. Freeport (207) 865-6143.

27’ CATALINA, 1972. Priced to sell.
Call for details. May be seen at Ring’s
Marine Service. South Freeport (207)
865-6143.

ELECTRICAL

PANELS

OCEAN PURSUITS, custom made
electrical panels. We make panels to

CASCO BAY
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NEW VENTURE TRAILERS IN-STOCK:
VB-1000 BUNK GALVANIZED FITS 12’ - 14’
VB-1800 BUNK GALVANIZED FITS 15° - 16’

VASK-1800 BUNK GALVANIZED SKIFF FITS 15°— 17’
VAB-2425 BUNK ALUMINUM FITS 16° - 18’
VAB-2625 BUNK ALUMINUM FITS 17° - 19’
VAB-2825 BUNK ALUMINUM FITS 18° - 20’

VAB-3525 BUNKALUMINUM FITS 20’ - 22"

VATB-5225 TANDEM BUNK ALUMINUM FITS 21° - 22’

VATB-5925 TANDEM BUNK ALUMINUM FITS 22’ - 24’
VATB-6425 BUNK ALUMINUM FITS 24' - 25'

VATB-7225 TANDEM BUNK ALUMINUM FITS 25° - 26’

VATB-8025 TANDEM BUNK ALUMINUM FITS 25° - 26’
VATB-9325 BUNK ALUMINUM FITS 27' - 29'

(207) 865-4103

291 US Route 1 Freeport, Maine

info@cascobayyacht.com




suit your boats needs. AC, DC, bilge
alarm, accessory aluminum panels.
Complete with your builder’s logo or
boat name. 75 Front St. Rockland, ME
04841 (207) 596-7357.

ELECTRONICS

LARGEST DISCOUNT MARINE
STORENORTHOFBOSTON.Deep
discounts on major manufacturers.
Hamilton Marine, Searsport (207)
548-6302.

OCEAN PURSUITS, marine
electronic sales & service. Discount
sales for Furuno, Raytheon, Data
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ELECT. PANELS MARINE WOOD SERVICES

and timber with 20’ and 24’ lengths
our specialty. 1.0 and 2.5 retentions
also available. We also have ACQ
pt syp, Ironwood (Ipe), Correctdeck
composite decking, and .60 cca
Parallam engineered beams up to 60’ in
length. Marine grade piling in various
lengths also available. We can deliver
in New England! Please call 1-888-
844-9666 to get the most competitive
prices for your materials to build your
pier, float or any other future shoreline
project. www.customfloat.com.

MARINE

SYSTEMS

being an AUTHORIZED YAMAHA
and MERCRUISER dealer and
full service center with factory
trained technicians, we have the
experience and staff ready to service
all other brands of outboards and 1/O.
CASCO BAY MARINE SERVICES
291 US ROUTE 1, FREEPORT,
ME 04032 (207) 865-4048; www.
cascobayyacht.com

OCEAN PURSUITS Marine Systems
& Services. Systemsrepaired, installed
& designed. Complete boat repairs,
painting, varnishing and Awlgrip
available. 75 Front St. Rockland,
Maine 04841 (207) 596-7357.
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NEW YAMAHA OUTBOARDS IN STOCK

NOW:

F2.5-20” SHAFT
F4-15” & 20” SHAFT
F6 —15” & 20” SHAFT

F9.9 —15” & 20” SHAFT

F15-15” SHAFT

F20 - 20” SHAFT, ELECTRIC & MANUAL START
F25-15” SHAFT & MANUAL START
F25-20” SHAFT & MANUAL START

F25 -20” SHAFT, ELECTRIC & MANUAL START

F40 —20” SHAFT, TILLER HANDLE, ELECTRIC START & NITRO

ASSIST

F40 - 20” SHAFT

F50 -20” SHAFT
F70 —20” SHAFT
F90 —20” SHAFT & 25” SHAFT
F115XB —-25” SHAFT

Marine, Garmin, 1 year warranty. Let
us install and interface your electronics
properly. 75 Front St. Rockland, ME

STORAGE

OCEAN PURSUITS specialty is in
marine systems. Electrical rewiring,

04841 (207) 596-7357.

ENGINES

Honda 2.3 HP outboards for sale
$1,088. Lightweight and compact
(under 30 1bs.).Features an air-cooled
4-stroke engine, 15-inch shaft, manual
start, and an integral tank. Call or
email Steve Thibodeau at Strouts Point
Wharf Company. steve@stroutspoint.
com 207-865-3899

Honda 5 HP outboards for sale $1,652.
Lightweight and compact (60 lbs.).
Features a 15-inch shaft, manual start,
and an integral tank. Call or email
Steve Thibodeau at Strouts Point
Wharf Company. steve@stroutspoint.
com 207-865-3899

Yamaha 6 HP outboard forsale $1,725.
In stock! 15-inch shaft, pull start/tiller,
light weight (59 Ibs.), full warranty.
Call or email Tara Silber at Safe
Harbor Kittery Point for details and
purchasing. tsilber@shmarinas.com
207-439-9582.

NEW Yamaha 9.9 HP outboard for sale
$2,880. In stock! 15-inch shaft, pull
start/tiller, light weight (87 1bs.), full
warranty. Call or email Tara Silber at
Safe Harbor Kittery Point for details
and purchasing. tsilber@shmarinas.
com 207-439-9582.

NEW Yamaha & Mercury 15 HP
outboards for sale $2,930. In stock!
15-inch shaft, pull start/tiller, light
weight, full warranty. Call or email
Tara Silber at Safe Harbor Kittery
Point for details and purchasing.
tsilber@shmarinas.com  207-439-
9582

NEW Twin Suzuki 250 HP Digital
Outboards for sale. 25-inch shaft,
white, ‘fly-by-wire’ digital electronic
control. In stock and available for
repower installation, 5-year factory
warranty. Call or email Tara Silber at
Safe Harbor Kittery Point for package
details and purchasing. tsilber@
shmarinas.com 207-439-9582

NEW Yamaha & Suzuki Outboards
ranging from 40 to 250 HP in stock and
available for repower installation, full
warranty. Call or email Tara Silber at
Safe Harbor Kittery Point for package
details and purchasing. tsilber@
shmarinas.com 207-439-9582

MARINE

WOOD

Marine Grade Lumber in stock!
Custom Float Services now stocks a
large lumber yard with .60 cca pressure
treated southern yellow pine boards

engine overhauls, refrigeration.
Certified technicians and mechanics.
75 Front St. Rockland, Maine 04841
(207) 596-7357.

MISC.

MARINE SURVEYORS COURSE
— Recreational, commercial. Fishing
program available, guidelines,
USCG NVCS, regulations, forms.
Diploma upon completion. Best
course in business. Membership/
certification. Call 1-800-245-4425.
WWWw.navsurvey.com.

LOWEST PRICE ON CHAIN
IN MAINE! By the barrel or by
the foot. Made in USA. Rope,
buoys, hardware, complete supplies.
LARGEST DISCOUNT MARINE
STORE NORTH OF BOSTON.
HAMILTON MARINE, Searsport,
Maine. (207) 548-6302 or www.
hamiltonmarine.com.

MOORINGS/

SLIPS

Call OCEAN PURSUITS on the
north end of Rockland Harbor to
reserve your mooring. Seasonal,
monthly or weekly. 75 Front St.
Rockland, ME 04841 (207) 596-7357.

RC MODELS

RC MODELS - Lobster boats, Sail
boats, Half-models, etc. Great prices.
Call Al (207) 200-6977.

REPAIRS

SPECIALIZING IN WOOD
& FIBERGLASS - Structural,
Mechanical, Electrical, Cosmetics -
new spray booth for Awlgrip systems,
Paint, Varnish - Professional Service.
Royal River Boatyard, Yarmouth,
(207) 846-9577.

SCHOOLS

BECOMEAMARINESURVEYOR
- USCG Fishing Vessel Inspection.
800-245-4425. NAVTECH US
SURVEYORS. Best in Business!

SERVICES

CASCOBAYMARINE SERVICES:
From spring commissioning, bottom
paint and spring launching to fall haul
out, winterization, shrink wrap and
storage and everything in between,
we’ve got you covered. Along with

STORAGE at Royal River Boat Yard
with 50-Ton Travel Lift or Haul for
Repairs (207) 846-9577.

SUPPLIES

LARGEST DISCOUNT MARINE
STORE NORTH OF BOSTON.
Fishing, boatbuilding, sail, pleasure.
We discount everything. Hamilton
Marine, Searsport, (207) 548-6302.

WANTED

NEW LISTINGS. Let Casco Bay
Yacht Sales sell your boat. We have
over 25 years experience, and always
have clients in search of the perfect
boat. Call or stop by Casco Bay Yacht
Sales, Route 1, Freeport, Maine (207)
865.4103.

Robbins Marine Surveyor
Allen Robbins
Master Surveyor
207-356-7457

robbinsmarinesurveyor@gmail.com

F150XC —25” SHAFT
F175XA -25” SHAFT

291 US Route 1 Freeport, Maine

(207) 865-4103

info@cascobayyacht.com
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NEW MEADOWS

Used Boats

-1987 Pursuit 2600 for $22,400

1988 26’ Black Watch Sportfish for $19,900 - give us
your best offer!

1986 22’ Sportcraft WA for $10,900
-2019 Pioneer Islander 202 for $37,000
-180JVX Carolina Skiff 2018 for $13,500
-2001 Pursuit 2470 for $17,500 - hot price!

207-443-4254

www.newmeadowsmarina.com

Subscription Form

1 YEAR - $20.00; 2 YEARS - $37.50; 3 YEARS - $55.00
Foreign Subscriptions add $20.00 per year. All prices include tax.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

Acct.#

Credit Card Type:[] Visa [] Mastercard

Signature:

CCV (on back of card) ___

Contact us at:

Exp. date
Billing Zip Code

Make checks payable to Maine Coastal News, P.O. Box 710, Winterport, Maine 04496
Charge to a credit card by calling (207) 223-8846

For Classified Ads
Maine Coastal News

P.O. Box 710, Winterport, Maine 04496
Call: (207) 223-8846 or Email: igmatats@aol.com
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Want to know more about the boats built in Maine?
Go to our website!

N ——
MAINE

BUILT BOATS

www.mainebuiltboats.com

CusTOM FLOAT SERVICES

DESIGN ® SUPPLY ® BUILD o SERVICE

THE MAIN SOURCE FOR:

FLOTATION HARDWARE LUMBER DEsIGN For
o ACE Roto-Mold Float Drums o ]/4” & 3/8” plate ® Marine grade PT SYP ® Marine Contractors
(58 sizes) ¢ Hot dipped galv. e CCA and ACQ ¢ Homeowners

o Capacity to 4,6001bs.
® 15 yr. Itd warranty

g s
=#&—<ustom Float Services

11 Wallace Ave, South Portland, ME 04106

¢ Yacht Clubs
e Boatyards
® Marinas

¢ 1” Connecting pin
e Cleats, anchor, chain

¢ Duralife Composite
Decking
¢ IPE (ironwood)
¢ CCA Parallam eng. ® Towns & Muncipalities
beams up to 60’ lengths ¢ Colleges, Schools & Clubs
207-772-3796 ® Toll Free 1-888-844-9666

You can build it or We can build it for you
info@customfloat.com

www.customfloat.com
—K=Z =

CASCO BAY YACHT § '!.i..E"t
Scout Boat Dealer & Quality Brokerage

17''18 Sportsman CC $22,000 23'"20 Steiger 23 Miami $92,000
17''22 Scout 175 Sportfish $37,000 23'"21 Scout 235 Dorado $97,500
18' 26 Scout Sportfish 188 $CALL 24''25 Scout 240 Dorado $169,000
18' 26 Scout 188 Sport Dorado $CALL 26' 26 Scout 260 LXF $CALL
19' 26 Scout 195 Sportfish $CALL 27''22 Scout 277 Dorado $199,000
20''05 Whaler 205 Eastport ~ $25,000 32''04 Whaler 320 Outrage  $79,900
21''26 Scout 215 XSF $CALL

24'2025 Scout 240. With Yamaha F300XSB,
Shark Gray Hull, Garmin 8610XSV, Garmin
VHF 315 Radio, This boat is loaded!
SALE PRICE $139,000.

rained Technicians

Yamaha Outboards In Stock - Full Service Department with Factory

291 US Route 1 Freeport, Maine (207) 865-4103 info@cascobayyacht.com|

163 Orion St., Brunswick, Maine
207-729-3303
www.bamforthmarine.com

Used Boats for Sale
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2024 7'6" Puffin. With Oars. $1,450
2001 13' Edgewater. 16 25 hp Evinrude. Load Rite trailer. $2,995
2024 14' Maritime. '23 50 hp Suzuki. Sea Lion trailer. $27,500
2010 15' Boston Whaler Montauk. '23 60 hp Suzuki. Boston Whaler trailer. $19,900
2000 16' Boston Whaler Dauntless. '00 90 hp Honda, '17 Karavan trailer. $18,500
1989 16' Wahoo. 12 60 hp Evinrude E-tec. EZ Loader trailer. $4,995
1994 17' Boston Whaler Montauk. '04 90 hp Evinrude E-tec. '15 Load Rite trailer. $9,500
1999 18' Four Winns. '99 4.3L Volvo Penta 1/O. Vantage trailer. $3,500
2000 18' Wellcraft. '00 115 hp Johnson. EZ Loader trailer. $7,495
2003 18' Maycraft. '02 115 hp 2-stroke Yamaha. '14 Load Rite trailer. $13,995
2008 18' Eastern. '08 60 hp Evinrude E-tec. '09 Magic Tilt trailer. $16,000
1993 19' Proline. '02 140 hp Suzuki (Does Not Run), '06 Venture trailer. $5,995
2000 21' Logic. '99 trailer. No Motor. $2,500 OBRO
1981 22' Sisu. '"18 115 hp Evinrude E-tec. No trailer. $17,500
2018 22' Lowell Design Aluminum Boat. 18 150 hp Evinrude. Venture trailer. $56,000
2020 23' Maritime Defiant. '19 200 hp Evinrude G2 H.O. Tidewater trailer. $75,000
1999 23' Key West. '04 250 hp Suzuki. '04 Venture trailer. $12,900
1987 24' Maki, '15 250 hp Evinrude. '06 Shoreland'r trailer. $29,500
1966 25' Pearson Ariel Sailboat. '90 8 hp Evinrude o/b/. Soda blasted & painted '14. $3,500

The Maine Lobstermen's Association
fights for your right to keep fishing,
defends against harmful regulations,
represents your voice, and protects
this industry for your Kids & grandkids.

Our members are the
MLA.
Your membership

Maine Lobstermien’s Association

?ﬂfmuﬂﬂmaw—w

www.mainelobstermen.org

2 Storer St, Suite 203, Kennabunk, ME 04043
S0F-967-4555

They protect us. Every day. Every night.
And they need your support.

Inspire leadership, learning and a legacy of service by supporting the brave men and
women of the United States Coast Guard through the Coast Guard Foundation.
To learn how you can help, call (860) 535-0786 or visit our website at
www.coastguardfoundation.org. Ask about our Boat Donation Program.

USCG PHOTO B

Full Service Hotel, Restaurant Lounge & Marina
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" ON THE WATERFRONT
lYl the V]Hage Of Boothbay Harbor

80 Commercial Street Boothbay Harbor, Maine 04538
207-633-4434 www.tugboatinn.com

|u BOAT ) I'\,l,

207.633.0773  www.boatus.com

Based in East Boothbay, covering Casco Bay to Penobscot Bay

Towboat Services
All BoatUS Towboat Ports offer Towing, Soft Ungroundings,
Battery Jumps & Fuel Delivery.

Repairs

i
! I The towing company either has their own dock, or
contracts with a third party to provide repair services.

SPECIAL JUNE OFFER
FOR NEW MEMBERS!

Unlimited

Towing Membership
Salvage
i The towing company offers salvage assistance. Includes recovery

of property, refloating the vessel, and towing it to a safe harbor. $ 5 O
Personal Coverage °/° Rebate
|:":| Provides for any recreational boats that you own, borrow or SA\'\ﬂGS Use Source Code
charter. 24 Hour dispatch/365 days a year. WT10898A
. On Application

Transportation
ﬁ The towing company can arrange local transportation to
transport you to a hotel or other local destination.
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when you trade in your 3208 or
3126 for a NEW CAT C7.1 High
Performance Propulsion Engine

The CAT C7.1is a perfect replacement for a CAT 3208 or CAT 3126.
Nearly identical in size, lighter, more fuel efficient, and substantially

quieter due to its common rail fuel system, [EEmmgrro =]
the C7.1is a great option for vessels ranging :
from 25-60 feet in size. .o -
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Commercial

EPA Tier 3 (E3 Cycle)

IMO Il (EPA, GL, CCS)

317, 298, 261, 209 bkW (425, 400, 350, 280 bhp) @
2700, 2600, 2500, 2300 rpm

Heat Exchanger Cooled-Sea Water Aftercooled &
Keel Cooled

(Performance Data Published at Maximum Limits
at Rated Speed)

Recreational
EPA Tier 3 (E5 Cycle - Recreational Only)
IMO 11 (EPA, GL, CCS)

373, 336, 298 bkW (500, 450, 400 bhp) @ 2900 rpm
E Rating (High Performance)

Heat Exchanger Cooled-Sea Water Aftercooled
(Performance Data Published at Maximum Limits
at Rated Speed)

Contact the Milton CAT
Marine Team for more
information about this program

888.637.0640
miltoncat.com

L H1gh Back

Choose from our colors

Qur Main Location

211 Beechwood Street

Thomaston, ME
(800) 426-4526

Jonesboro, ME
(207) 434-5791

TRAI" MILL
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i! GET HAULIN
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e oK «< Or Build Your Own 55

West Bath, ME
(855) 840-6027

Portland, ME
(800) 244-8727
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Wakefield, RI
(401) 782-4412

Brookstrapmill.com
info@brookstrapmill.com



BOATERS

MAINE
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HAM | LTO N For nearly 50 years, Hamilton Marine has been supplying
M A RI N E Maine’s maritime community. Fromcommercial fishermen

to recreational boaters, we’ve remained committed to

SHOP IN-STORE, quality, value, and those who live and work on the water.
BY PHONE

OR ONLINE TODAY! H A M I LTO N% 2/

Starting Mid-June and Racing through Mid-August

MLA Legal Defense Fund 6)77072[@ anéd g/Z/ﬁL
Maine Lobster Boat Races

Lifejackets for Lobstermen A L L D EA L S
MFF Scholarship Fund ON DECK

PROUD SPONSOR OF Traps 2 Treasure

Scan QR Code

. to Shop Flyer
#SaveMainel'obstermen Nowl

800-639-2715 hamiltonmarine.com

Kittery | Portland | Rockland | Searsport | SW Harbor | Jonesport




